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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER - DICK REED 340TH/486TH

We asked our Prcesmbaé¢nt h s
he faced while he was | ®

This was his response:

The Ger man war i s over a ' h
with a mixed crew and to ,  F
Africa. And here we sat t hr
for the weather to clear
The fourth day we were a ut
what fy weather. Al l han _ and
went into the blue sky h s ong
coast .

Chris Gilley Photo
About one hour | atestwemonrasteua 1 n to the
ever encountered. The wind was so severe a
controll able. Our whole crew was notably s
his name), now on instruments, was flying |
't whaintt after flying all those damn mi ssi
Me, in the nose. was absolutely soaking we:
gl ass.
After al most an hou25wkeuclhirmgedpoandvi d ahwm u:
|l eft, when suddenly we broke into the cl eal
t heeft was t Heeocoiet,y soofmeSihearnrga more | i ke a s
Qur pil ot was | oudly cheered and appl auded
the world. The rest of the trip back to th
saw clouds up ahead, | got nervous U2 unti |




Getti ngl hlehe3rlédt h Bomb C

on the Northern ROU

The first challenge ®a&s Mgeéctitbh Mannd uBilee weerd
bombers were not designed to cross the At
signs.

The 310th BG and the 319th BG were the fir
Mai ne, Labrador, Greenl and, |l cel and, Scot |
bl e. Th26 MairtarmmafBt were more difficult to
Ameri€&n But both groups had similar exper
l anti c.

One ship'®guactreom 39r abhpdwwhi here which had
enroute from Baer Fieaelsdpi(n nidn ainms)t rtuomePmrte sfqgl
| sl e, Mai ne. A r epltahciesmelneag .s hiA wvaanrdp ecd efw s
rived to compl ete oumadeo ngpn cetnteenrt rod p laa o enean

Westover Field, Mai nWeatwnaer aal a mg etrhmesd i rad ret
stop enroute to Pr escaume Ivwsdrey, bvad.ne.Wi nOneer

was | eft at Westoverand dmd |oorw towo |faltyeirn ¢ ed
of wrinkled wings. olrhdee rr eanfa i tnhdee rd aoyf. t hBee csa
flew on to Presque |[|36d,e50Mh epoeu ntdse, Coowunrc esnhirp
tion Command rel i nqudlscheedd Icaoymnra.nd MNord oweu |l d
now came under the cdert.r olBeolfow,heviNsoirkxihl iAtty
tic Ferry Command. and rain, with the 1icin

. . to 500, feet across the
The 'a88 '880adrons pr qedaerd nteh had a{Be—the

44@1 ong this rout el 'Iuhe

0

re t
at Presque | sl e, foucngdg) e{g;oufé Hé Eég:hlp)z
need of new wing t'ptsherenV\?aSSht'oo meolegn
t he ChOCk'BIughtngapdreedrﬁomvaegqedmabnof%art|cIes t
ships. The Ferry'Co maannsdpodretc.'de heUpIOanstt Wsoq
new replacement ai rpeanuniepSmentThaensqe aWtetreemprtleod
to Presque I sle by tineg F,[ehreryI aCtOtmemrandart 0hfe
remai nder of the Gr Ooufp’NoavpeDrﬁboeXri matFeﬁrydI%IOy
ships, flew on to Gpv\?hsoe hBavy sLufbf Ia Ioent I’p’O
these two crews behlonrd atrounaa aaﬁseaedq dWethg
pleares. word as to the weather
At Goose Bay, five neorr ewashimpesr fweate ffooruntdhe
waiting for flying weladhdes wasorl 2,hC0 0 efxeet|,
the journey to BW 1,clGare.nl alnhdi.s pOnocec et threer
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precedidnganeBd transpont ®nwasweacopteecdhyed to t
because several of thke phegedhimgoslqguashioms
made three attempts laandd ren utrmaetd dcayx.h tA mee
cause of weather, wittéerr dch,r edryd etntoar gfhl ig@alst t s

t axi back to the ramp ing i nto a
I n t he da ke - < and ot hers
Five ship: ' at scatterce

dr omes, whi
Sguggoif B : two others
bl es deveI; 2 i shot down ¢
N ol Cherbour g,

five arr|\
sever al
and Iande <

: ?‘ i’ France, i nc
-v.\\ the Group (
mandi ng Off

. : and the Cor

;Nlcggs ;\C/’va ‘3".“ mandi ng Of f
- o ’ « h

an airdro f,_;«_.\f:ﬂ' ~ & gf tZe 439
50 miles . . quadr on.

fjord, with difficult Now, after
weat her conditions refuoverd thlyr ¢ ®crmd ntolpe,r as
f or -otfafkse and | andi ng Gr e e@r ea nrdu mvaady awirti hv ea .
110Woot difference inoelekhatpant wa the GnNno\
runway . Weat her conwag i ®oiness ddcada ek ctohme svhoir g
but finally after onteo werekc @dd wian twhigg h ¢ wer
fect days occuchedpelhmak e vieiryotn.e Four shirg
t heotlmi t ake of f . But c aNwe 1t hlrcoeul gahn dt iti éslr @&Neoerdt rt
word that they coul dGragemmimanodl ad ed Nn®n @nofrreo @A |
pl anes until some ofawdietiirsg hadndwfttai Isoas s
ing days at a high pTrleenda mshiwegs swdrte edli <lpavt
outwait the weather.front as soon as parts

Meanwhile in Engl and l%Ihgancgs-rhlvre‘?ee rﬂo%rpne%i%:gf
Some of our ships hafg" CLQJT)C T X hle€®Ps
ground and flight ech®i sHAvegyl gale weLe,
destined to fwas tonfyhl Finfee R gai rplanes i

the AfricdreT@Gampdiagire.s who al -

ready arrived in England, were briefed, an
made ready for departure to the staging ar
arrive in North Africa at a definite date.
fiDoday arrived, and the Commanding Officer

departed with nine ships for the staging a
Through some fault, misleading weather con:



The Monsoon24&eAproinl 2119 ¢

By Frank B. Dean, 380th Bomb Sqg

We normally think of North Africa in ter ms
rainy season. It i s short and violent.
During the war infantry men would set up t
wi nd. The Ar abiwa doawhlagd wteh @ ng ulhlei efest @y o s U
When the rains came, the waters would surg
campsites away, and some men drowned.

The winter rains werteh&thowanttionwed atso tfheur
fiMo n s@soena s 0 n . Al t hougdadhwesaowakaed soil. A t
iMonsoon? Was Asi an iwmyo rtihgiom giht pt ehfet tbgutt d eofn e
scribed the Al geri anWevedadmebui |l ders rushed

QufiHo me ,h at shelteredclgnyzt{:uﬁrtégn l;%énﬁany Of
e : C . r d tqel
Geor ge, and me wer e 90 r &h-l& C ANV as t?het't'
hal ves that were butltngeed q ! grge e t .o L#QJ 'm
cip's e%ﬁc? rJ Kéd "'Pq 'O &"
doubl e pup tent. Itaswtasr astened to the g
over the hole that we sele'pt i n, with short
en tent pegs. We ha@edmuge,a asmad hi a@fi terhgiame
the base of the tenttmancd hetdpsatand elvedan
field gave l|little slopeddmradmras s1atglee The
survived the rainstotremntofop d res :
As the cold, gray, d;él&vnniﬁdi:eg ts
through the opaque r\ﬁiitnH i € |
our blankets on a cou.pl.e Kol er
. IS t
had been stuffed Wltri!1 W ea& ‘ n
the |"and
cember 1942. The Stéé’:lw, 0 Wi h
l' ittl e of the cushio Ortg(ﬂad pr
Mud "wi"?h
Lee was on guard dutlygers oC we t e
tening to the rain brraat el®otwinv asi
l ightning flash il |l utmhataterdod & r o
darkened pup tent. wef anegthe t s
ter beat on the thinadcdhntvlag n v [He ad
rolled down the sideldeavYi amel s wBlwon
if the dirt we had fdiumlg weree Frank DeReg.
}[Nﬁ | d remgln dry enolugvt\}er{torfoar srﬁfur%eessgrk'ipt )
€ grodun my f oot went wunder water
By wmod ning, the intebpastet lviinogl etnhcee roifv etrhe n t
storm had moder at ed tsfoante&vch aftr ®dmtt meotr a ere. r

6



floating on about fiorowdhedhewheordn watlkaulaead

bl ankets were soakinmamumaamos shags iln ktehea 4adi
wi c k. The water pougred into the tent, || ke
s mal | river as the h\;c\)"l.tehfgnefecdqm'ng ot dayl

I ne us, another bedr
We conceded defeat ifnl advd dmad td ®akKiomg tmet pf
tent . The el ements dutdy wonLee Weag rmdrte do fo
dampened bl ankets ananothHerspamdt dnted t hr o

— % v & -—

¥

- ' *

4
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FIl ooded Mess Tent

the downpour to the Er??(prlaa:n Q$r83:|ers%dooodn atbk«
hundred feet away. tie(;[ncf% hgea(ric,fiﬁns?ng:hyiwﬁ
dripping @& mmsCanlhadt we .Cilli-mt%lseoda < ; G e
into the plane for pfrrbﬁ§gc4i?one A%qtd"‘%qﬁé, etvld>ec
tingled our hands anIQNaet nga{nceed\(ﬁh%aﬁhg]reo%inr%g
ladder. and about four feet | or
B25 bombers were nevteabldesi gned as sl eepin
qguarte®rmsissilion i s to,carr b omb to. the

target . |l n order to:NEceo jjl)llesle'sqaiai%l;mte}a\ssikgtfem%
guns, ammunition cansl, ra%lrffo%d 'blcﬁ% t%?reésr
ot her functional equ'? .‘%Qelenz c'r r\'?vd.eedal?%eanmvrvﬁ
l eaving little spares Io%md alnl.cﬁivgl r\1/v%1qsvvst'he ol
shelter in the stor t_uclic? b%e'c A% teQ/e%urmosr'ec

\l



t he
was

| i ghtning conducdfi ngs medad wall d olffay hen ptl mei
not a pleasant feedgead hiomdbel fs oiark.i n gWrwa

a met al cocoon with ketdhowes agmayv @ ailtl oan st roy .

til
p ou
t ha
san
gl o
di dal
Ni g
[ i
I r
h a
h e
| a
or
h a
| e

O DO WSsS<<

e
I
:
t
Pl e
r
a
’
The
sl e
ar o

|t
er

e gasoline in thepamthngsofantdhéed uammateamy olie
nds of expl osivesr da;atnigng@gon nurac drafmdr thalyl
t was not more t hminnumnstfreiengawaywea si d rhc
ds of volts of elleenemyl]i tyarsdtrreakear ¢ har
om. We waited fomenthe fran nguar ¢l dawctkye ng ¢
n damp and the col d.

ht fell, 1t was tThhe ntai meihiammer edoomstHt
pped for the onl yt decteait|l sdfe etph e gaiamr eraa f
craft, whictB wasawlihedalyo mbwerditewo bl anket
t ran along the |Ileddhisomebottf wedde tahe pdlau
Gpifllodor . Lee woboneHandr dgoedhhi sowetar
nkets to the royarmetsallit e Wwhiing tther ¢ ha rec
ked out other arranmfearetndlsl. e, ldnadvawsnaagy
t Conrad woul ds st meetpalo,n ft dhre tnlaes i fgiant otr t |
and George and lowroudlde gmi red slreavlhe rien t F

. a reci ation.
on our belllepspt%rough the | ow cr a

extended aclr odisd trhet tolpe o I irte bz
e would havsel der na mech gmaiién @ | lhha lafa s o
pt for the myrgiede rwasn dntwemke.r g elntc yv
to the bombp biary.or dMer etme rtgerdn i o @
compart menltowhteo esttdred sqqrueaacte. b olx
turret andGdeddhregeeditd.call pdeszed,f ¢
t |l eft no rwiosnhifrog fcomfaoayl i gHtertec

r barracks ,Etagdsaiylight, | peered t

continued throughwitmecowranort lpd aftleo ddeod |
gsu ncncempart ment tditheckesamanadf at e wf pup
age and around t htei umpshageétt  ofal wanti erumt lcayt
that housed the @Quwrn | ®tt o madMes | roorkiedd ead
crawl way thatswammdred uWevap ar ttloy tadaiep ¢
glas tail cone dfhadumwadr idedifgingsd, fforor
tion window. Thet sttihey wdr | motr | andye g
thirty inches maidre. anTdheanfgd w df isdisartph e
: The higher i1 tswemdr, dme BBntealpfeast he

(7))

= 7
® —~ — = — —
OcC oY oo > =
~Soo0XT® A
O -~ ® 7 — O O
cC®D® SO0 mm =

a l
X i
vV a
nt
d

crawl way had noAr dered monrst rwetleal dscc
eping quarters fowe twmoulmens twdy weli ggthiewde |
und one hundred atnhdr sweglentttye pfoiulna sore amdr
was going to be atdrnmgédntifalt dauwnmpeurhad \
choice. We figurtelde tdiartcnaf twoul We wtoo lkd
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probably quit raindGn@i mbryersutpiprag pmgagsneed itto dt
OQur empty stomachs rleanlilnidesd. usThe art aiwre Hhad

Il i ed. had stopped, and the vi
We sat in the rain W\Al&j] i I%I%%Q/ersaatr%oﬁ
cept to curse the rai and dISCUS h'un
we were becoming. L\N@ndchemdegda tde pqo ttea @ Inc
the tempest | ooking tfeoact ed hley my ere®ii m@o atu aa
rat her than spend anoltihmbeditghhtt hen drheund.
aircraft. He must hlkhaet smy celede dt ap dleandg e
return. back i nto the plane, cl
The night of the secocpludg%lafngl V%T%tc()je:t fer%gwarﬁr)vﬁ
: preac
to myself but only o&e tfecinystwrﬁag’ﬁ ankets
mattress. I had mor'e roo but ess cushio

My body heat tried tDhartyhimyd chiod hti nwa D ud p e
hi gh moisture contentto iinnttéremiati tre mptr efviewnr reide
success. -drly sl elptt wetmthoapbgdtbuhabhomy throat
freezing. | dozed faltlfawe ¢ Iwii ttthl enys lhe @p .b o]

nding me of the habrdawves st bd 1t dien menalt me
my stomach remindi ngpaenesithtagntl rmaidn nload f elde
for two days and nighle; gdyfgRe ¢Pad®dd

new day and a new hope
The morning of the rain tapered
third day . the weather
t he weath ¢t the | ast dro
i ng on th ' moi sture fro
aircraft i clouds The
mot her na tried to pee
a few hai fleeting cra
the downp overcast. F
hunger re " green rainco
that even could be see
eggs or Br M ging or high
stew woul c ~ Y ping toward
ceptable r=.~«<. S quarters and
our desireF'gures i n green raingead sy gpu!l d
reasonablyg'”g or high stepping toward our
the wind and the hail was too Etpgﬁm%]dfgpeu?

r.uyc a r.oa a tcen Awh
venture out We statreu%lcﬁn Qs‘le aaﬂgcngatft. .
was | ittle conversati.on; n?%e?%l a\gﬂonn h|
sound of the rain antdI %%rr%tésom%crﬂ%s Ir%%ltltnﬁ
orotest back. alvationm!; our

gray mood turned to gl e
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't wasosmly the rain in North Africa that the men
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On January 2, 1944, wwehboardedr at Lgbempgyge
ship, which was veryabdd!| YVherswdewdwaanfi v
again sailed for whasomeeplthoeghanwasr €oeb
but i nstead we werewaskeeryvodAhgeeossanadd
again told that we stoemtgoteaswvwebadetbBatinp
hopped on trucks andi wktei dravemaltb MausbD
Bl anc staging area.sBAétteerspandmabl nbatékly

weeks in Algiers wenbg@htschhed taemotflreorm LU ihkee rs
ship on March 2, 194daiandosti heddfour Cpo
ca, arriving on Marmbrding94d4ndWarcomedna
to the new base i n baseksabentd weomr. greet

Army tent in
on Corsi ca

12



Vesuvius Bl ows Her

By James Cooper 340t h BG Chapl

This articl efTihse2Be Pvient & th e foOMéhist eamrda mea re.
be found on our website where we have

57t h Bomb Wi ng Books and Referenc

August 24, 1979, cemxlayc tdey cldOndpla ryeeda rtso htahde
ssed since Vesuvi utsheblexw lugpdi nag taht omhiact h o
w known as the mosde kdreisst rfurcam vteh es rhuepa vi iomg
corded history. Tphoeu rcea d yd cown-s iPdbenmpeauni ac
ar the bay of Naplyeasr ddsi,s atprpeeeasr,e df acronmmsp,| ean

remai ned ent ombedp dwrre dlimotsa tlh/ed Os eyae.ar s

TQoT®O0~FQO—3> 35T Q
MO ®D®3 00>~ ®®D®O D S

l'y within the Iast 200 ears, .have we
get her the tragedyI tTth% exctavn&attl odn %’sognq
mpl etde .t hdtt tse peog)"i1 @erbo?n%h §omteh;nar2
d surrounding countr |dep Weer 0 Inwatrhnet1
fore the tragic daveloul Thern% Sht poeeqq tr_l_eh\
us damage from an t%quacke AUSI a
fore. But the ci _t|o Ithle se'as ehrosn]ea
were reconstructed V\}ir}h ep\/em r‘rr'ore Vseprl en%%'r €
luxury. Peopl e settdeldf wraciks ugiahseeesd i miedr coif f u
possible recurrence.The gr otslsagues ldff et hose
Shortly before Augus ]Ehez' A I LeEbi Btavetlpgeg W
strange rumblings in ng\()D.lnd *h ge bU|6\1
of tides in the bayt &S '\i evt<
i ng in the surrounditsnﬁger\a'nd eI\/laexycfj‘pveaoeple
from the city by shifp,e oY 5h% rrgeIn I\éla\/\)o tarr
with a few possessiocngstr, L!I‘amlq r'3L811gd' anlnﬂ
Those | ess frlghtened mepn aopm \/E/orlnor Wg
woul d be safer in t de
whatever reason, th gsooofemalahlng tV\Pere hn?l
pl etely unprepared flotr alhle txjeegaafr\enqm|get|y en
@ xpl owshiiocnh shook thedur wBd il @méelup, the 340
doomed 2,000 of thenrFdrhad G@GroouwpgsN)g.wer e st at

Archaeol ogi cal exploorfat]}/eosnfs\é'W|th %ahge'nlgas
years, plus a graphllc "d'e's% dp h Ompnte"d
writteﬁlyommgt‘)HIP&\nenynow% Q/e%n as 0S| €

us a picture of thatpifladted UrletdLaryningThferdrﬁrn
that explosion tore douel dvhed sei Ity pf jofd tduer Vva
no, pushing a dark cvjowsd! i nitmo doayel isKhyt tthhae

13
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rising from its coneThenfdalal irnregd dgd borwi sat. .niA
from the crater madesiazne ,e aasnyd |lacnrdinda rskmo ki ng
: wearl helmets ma n
mountain as far as (G thedgéhdivgh eIV At o
. ' ahges n SN m St € e
wal ked to the top. el Jia] QP WA ugJ'eouign c
qu:jte ugl vy. We vyeremucrr‘haf a?hl ng aendrapwr’a))iar{
an awesome appearance. o v'I agbebs nFoarms 5
cone. From fissures, a sl ow ed
of |l ava, while not tIhrretaHeendanrgk, kpeefrosrlestdeadwn
toward the outer rimur damage, but i1t beca
i |
A few enterprising nv\zfl?t,:h ngphgrl dlvjed'gweergevﬁdgiﬁ
ping out small globsesof IAa n L Cg(u P
small I talian coins i'nn;gt ge \gt thosqeu'scﬁ
hardening | iquid stone and gahrgf' N9 & gdht||
This was our first eowe}(g Ehﬁd}PPon, tent .
Two days | ater thereoapppelaed t be tnhourse .
smoke than usual conmt hg,¢0 nqoetern?una' ’Iear}'
at night there was aquo|bcvk'o esCIrSId0 Itoh eavtactu_
that had not been ev udiecntlyef o |b envx?ex
morning we returned ﬂ[aodt onetolg CZTntu | iSmeb
had to pick our way v fled annd tr Ckswo%deﬂ
streams of mol ten stone.t ?k(ou ;j a]r'k %
the spongy, bl ack sucrofaasce o0 t n arglt ecsoolo|
been "a éreek c Iolny an
|l ava but wunderneath é’vreek Tdeens?pol ed Fgaeswi'um‘
these streams struck ees ofr b s'he her"

a maltickhe spurt of flél'rtme,iirlmaly lorhelttrcadal,ode
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The next night, however, we were awakened
by a severe shaking of the ground, a deep
bling and roar and explosion! Rushing out:
the stable in which we were sl eeping, two
ficers and | discovered that the sky was f
with shooting red flashes, a great gl are o
and huge streams of | ava coursing down the

mountai n.

14



Phot os of Vesuvi us

We thank Joan (DeBoer) Heath f
phot o album she purchased on t

or sharing w
he I nternet
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Installations of the 340th Bomb Group located at the
Mt, Vesuvius, Italy, may be caught in the path of hot
pouring forth from the volcano, barely visible in the

ground, 23 March 1544,




Voecuvine Frunﬁn
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This tent was badly damaged by ashes and cinders which were blown down on the 340th Bomb Group







