the 57 "

wothen o'fBotnhbe V87
Army Air Force |[i

Men of

Of fici al Jour na
12Mir Force, Un

1942-1945

Fal | 202
”")/6/3 Wi ng Ass

| ssue

Anot her book regarding t
We give you some of th




57TH BOMB WING ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 2024

¢CAGE S bl YS
t NBaARSYI WA OKIF NR 05A010 wSSR o6onniK
Mmaid *+AOS t NDBABRSME 2 AOKU2 6152 VR & oM

HYR +A0S t NBBXRAgaoSe - ASWMIU MR tdpi K S S
{ SONB Gl NB tlFge Y2SyAdGT SWI YoSavw naizkkgovy n
CNBF &dzNBNJ [ 2dzA &S . 2 dzNHI FONNB K. n2y SINIK
2850 ' RYAYKIORARUZ2NBGT SNI ®YnI G{K&d IvS ND

aSYOSNEKALI | 2FRRA Y Hz6 KNI Ay At folo MR (1K kw i @S

KNy C

7

NE 0

2AYy3 1 AAG2NBLFY (BUDEAND&HWAS G{KKT IvS ND

o

Di_ck Reeden WichtoBekini e Petlarnses Mof f i

" 4

LS ARMY AR CORRS

Harry DeBokkymi e SetzMirl | ard Rives



THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER - DICK REED 340TH/486TH

|l just celebrated my 10
and many many friends a
my wonder ful years with
| thoroughly enjoyed my
al ways remember my many
gether in this organiza
My best wishes for its
tinue on for many years
|l will always be at you
as time permits.

Dick Reed flew his | a@tomihAsmsriioln 206, tlh%e4 5wv:

86069
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Bl ockade

The | sol ati on of | TALY from t he
Tactical -29 rAUvpusteMa9 442945

wrcis We recently became aware of
94Engineering Battalion in J

fiBl ocdkgaodees i nt o great detail
Army Air Corps to cut off su
Northern I taly. | N s oinsd acya s e

account of the bombing raids
German repair crews and defe

and other rail | ines open.
The account is quite compreh
written i f four parts:

Par-4Siltuati on

Par+Plldnni ng

PartiOpédati ons

Par tEh&®my Reaction

These parts are followed by 100 pages of a]
Here is a selection taken from the Forward:

he story of Melle tefrramtesa no Al MAE/
upported onMmanyeocaagiaond®l b

| e |l y seal of fiCoitrh eNdGetrmaln
ec ons with the Reich.
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XEAF DAF

This chart shows the tof2Bbadedotumbowmmndedsonp
of February 1945. Note the massive concen:

This important tridge over the ERENTA River was in the first line of
interdiction on the Venetian Plain. It was attacked on 7 November by
18 B-25's of the 319th Bomb Group, 57th Bomb Wing, dropping 60 x 1000
GP bombs, Only two of the original six spans were left standing, -:g.
these were severely damagede



S R
!@bw;&'&; 4‘\’1{; -

s

gw‘* b \\'5 -
T N ——
. — v —

¥

o ——
! —

Ll o

20 OCT. 1944

24 NOV. 1944
16 H~"NUMBER OF HEAVY GUNS IN AREA

@ -AREA OF HEAVY AND LIGHT FLAK

FLAK BUILD-UP ON BRENNER LINE
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“ 27 MAR. 1945
16 H-NUMBER OF HEAVY GUNS IN AREA

@-AREA OF HEAVY AND LIGHT FLAK
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Jet Al rcr aft Il n |t a

By Frank B. Dean, 380th Bomb Sqg

The BBolookcdkiasd ef ul | un unexpected gems. For
being used for reconnai ssance. We wer e un
we found this article published iIin the Fal
Asan aircraft mec h ia @ thignOth. per hour. Dropt & ric 0 uektehd th e

B 0 mGroup, | d | nd fpersonally en- rage badedt hbeolm a dBoth

counter an enemy fighter intent upon my versions Were €q Lp pdevi nhejection
destruction. However, w emech ainc s i rmeat, automatic pilot, a d provisions for

t h5& t. B o mWing were t dfirst per- drop tanks. Neither aircraft was de -

sons outside of the combat crewst & now sge dsanata@alk i r cDeEt v e

that a strange l0oo k gnaircraft had b ene armament were two fi & dearward fir-

se @i h éiski sof Northern Italy. ing, 20 mm ca n n sighted by periscope

a d fired b \the pilot.
Theco mlt a c& dessription oft h e tred b yhe piio
airplanewasvag udnoc nc s e The Ar2 3withawi B @ f¥ 6
other th al was a "fairly large fe €a d length of 4 Jeet was slightly

German aircraft w th no propeller t 4 d i d smaller than the B-2 svh i lathawi n g -
n oattack but zp pdepast th éomber for- S P @b Teet a d length of 5 Jeet.

mation going li &" @at out of hell”. Both th ébomber a d th eeconnaissance

There were other sightings by other for- versions Were active from September 1944

mations 0 bther groups, but the war unt iMiay 1945 w ten th ewar ended.

w0 'u éndl with 'httle otlvl'er information 0 n The intent of the Germans to pla €

th €Mystery Airplane. | tefighters i th eéh a 8 @f the Italian pi-
The mysterious airplane that h d lots of t d Na-

arrived i ft lay mid-March, 1945, was  tional Republic
actually three Ar 2 8jet aircraft b on g - Alr Force was
I ntga German reconnaissance U n $e n 0 biou s Ch an
to Northern Italy t ga finformation 0 n € St;z]verte ma d
t hAdlied force's preparation for th eat- %erl] ds eat Véﬁ 11(;
tack 0 rth &Gothic Li @ Thes aircraft ad Villafranca
were b sed at Campoformido, It Ig, t accommodate
where th e yreain éu n tt dénd ofth e

twin e gin e
war Messerschmitt
Th é\rado-Ar2 8 R "B It & Me 262 Jet
b o mi(Ieightning i Englis hwas origi- Fighters. On |
nally programmed a @i single seated jet th e  German
powered, h gh performance reconnais- surrender pre-
sance aircraft, with ara g eof 1,340 vented th ede-

mi esan dah i g ed of approximately ploym.ent of
460 mil sper hour. T ke bomber version t dis jet fight- SR
had ar ajreof6 8 mi eswith a3,3 O- ers against t h .

poulmambada ds edo #30 mil « Al | bomlsbrs i fitaly.



The American projectt @roduce aj tefighter r elte @ the development of the
Bel P-59 A i Comet. Us @primarily as a trainer, onl yhirty were delivered before th e
contract was ca n leeall favor o th d.ockheed P-80 Al ®ctober of 1944.

| t pssibl éhatt htkreat ofthe German | tefightersi it laytriggered an Ameri-
can I @0 8 to counter su b an event. T w ®-80’s wo U drrive i Kt layrior to V-E
Day but neither wo U d |cgmbat .
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The Ar ado2 Aat 2t3Me BNati onal Air and S

Photo crediOwn wBykKo@&DL, https:// commons. wi ki medi a

KEEP 'EM FLYING

ILLINOIS
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Jack of all Raids i

Target of opportunity, the long suit of any B-25 Mitchell, ston or busting up a jungle troop concentration with lawn-
and when the target does not readily present itself, you mower efficiency, the B25 takes them all in stride. To the
can depend on American pilots to make the opportunsty Japs, this rugged plane is nicknamed The Flying Pillbox: to
Whether it’s & bombing mission requiring pingoint preci American pilots, it's the work horse of the Army Air Forees,

THREE MODELS OF THE B.25 MITCHELL—EACH DESIGNED FOR A SPICIAL TYPE OF COMBAY OPIRATION

PINPOINT PENETRATION PUNCH

TNl e bomb sleh ame of o 525 D23 Morhell wirh acght 30 coliher o
MADeR This mad

Tomed 75 mm connsn rorve of the B34
s waed for plapoint Gure gums oa the sone. Thiy Bodel vund Mo

Mell dodwers bapciavt to pilbone,

po oo bambong boom med s alvauden, for penstiatag ivsgle vadergroeth,

puvadhes hales in Jop commencorom

North American Aviation Sets the Pace

PLANES THAT MAKE MEADLINES. .. the P51 Mistumg fighter (A26 fighter-Somber), B.25 and PBJ Mitchel! bomber, the

A TG and SN Texan combat trainer, Novth American Aviation, I . Member, Adveraf? 1§

ar Productoon Council, Ine
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ANR Fighters Attacl

n May of 1944 the Gemaeonampdamudttevattie ANR i nt
aunched a very succescmmhand.r ai Theagman oiisd It tha
ABombardment Gr oup gaot, Aolnees asngiu a ddoorns iecvae.n
t was to be | ast marja)trhearcttih)enn blye ta tGlee mafne
0
P
e
|

mber group in the ﬁledlﬁt’ ranean IThetat e
erations (MTO). S t})Pftl%rrgq‘qserlr_l‘?heenreaud‘grw
hrgeschwader 1, ththrb%m:b?s'sgrouﬁaw%\rf\eart.’ca3'|
il ed out the raid, Wasemsr?anvsefefr\t’yeed.ettoa}fhne?
ront to help hold b_la q( T'h'e® RU's's | W'n rZarmeo
h a also became a r ok
sl aught
was only able to mount
By September 1944 t hagdiemgntantsh é aAl lwii & & .-
drawn all of their f_i_l?htte.r squtadtrons frtomt1
MTO and shifted them fft'hset.'?i%ste?_PSq:}?onQ.ali
S O. The Luftwaffe w'aréeesescen't\‘fea'lly r1)(:1'.1'tr o'’
when they could get i nt

Messerschmitt Bf 109G with the markings

MTO, with the except\}v"’bma%‘?¢ Oanftewlve s%cﬁ bd "ot s
reconnai ssance and n 'hY fighters.

: : @) u casi on . S
Axis fighter defenseq | 3 %Q) THh%e23h % % '
Air FoAecreontahuet i ca Nag' 3@}“03 oY T?elsa?dth é:c
Repubb( ANRNa oraenone, aty.

The Ger mans prOV|deth£Efr%§o?il? i&ls%'ﬁ%r@ﬂ%m@
1096ant9¥w to the tw .R‘thfﬁ’yfugtehe I '
sqguadr ons. They alsls):zrryaﬁrhded % e epsiﬁro't%.Ic
The ANR fighter squadrons had a very rocky
ti me. At one point the Germans attempted -



James J Summelisl ot 'W@pm%W“y |

Al exander Zeb@dpiidmt T : §§

o f ‘

Donald K SodeBémmar di er . ‘o
£

Jack B Gordy Turret Gun
Cl arence E SmRadwGwnner

Basi |l F Mil |l i Tainl Gunne

Basi | F. Mi | | i ¢

...... « STNMARY ecconce-

The aireraft piloted by Lt. JJ Swmuers was attacked by 10-20 enemy aircraft,
ME 109's & FW 190's, just after B-25's broke from the target run. The aircraft
was hit by 20 mm shell fire in the left engine and left wing, which caused the
engine to start smoking., At the same time the landing gear fell out of its housing
stetion, & the .BZstarted to fall out of formation, under good control. As the
B-25 left the formtionm, three (3) parachutes were seen to come out of the damaged
aireraft andopen. As the plane was rapidly descending 56 enemy fighters jumped
it and started an attack on the crippled plane, At this momefit the left engine
wes sesn to catch fire , and the enemy aireraft left the B-25 as the Spifire es-
cort came in to cover the B-25., The Mitchell Bomber was last seen at about 4000
fest under a controlled glide heading West toward the distant hilly country. The
attentiohs of the crew members of the other aircraft were centered on the attack-
ing enemy fighters and therefore unable to follow the damaged aircraft further.
( latest report from ground sources tell of some members of this crew safe in enemy
territory. More details in following months history)

Bailing out over enemy territory, bbe the
three evaded capture. Each crewman woul d
one story has come down to us.

n the pages that follow read the account
I

|
al d K. Soder |l und. -
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My Last o WMagsxihom3, 194

By Donald K. Soderlund, 380th BS

As amilmastte substitute bomb
mi ssi on, |l was driven to t
21 planes weqnéfrea®dpymieonet
topen the front escabeuadta
planes and | crawled in.

*.Ieaving Corsica for good w

"'\’The original t
we went for th

i n the Po Vall
t

X

" English escor

L. They attacked out of the s
- ¢ beforewong pbatttank caught
Donald Soder PHhd

ground the si
109 6a n-tl 966 .w

On my way out | met I°éar 1tAH e xfainrdsetr tZiemes,l i cam
pani on for the next six weeks. Qur second
dling a bicycle along the top of the numer:
sair,. Li vi ngsaaonnd, hiG& pdreetdsnuinie.?d& Maoyob ea piptr owparsi
Bailing out at about 7000 feet | pulled th
open the front flap, throw out the small (I
er, my barber, a G@ahawriotopwas d-odat wich tthean.t s

thing 1t2¢ «&amarosv | at er .

An | talian farmer and hi s hsoamiogat anpd vherdy p
soft spot for me to |l and on and a good pl a
rected me down a dry canal away from the a
pitcher of water. After half a gl ass, | Kk

was easier.

Lt&Zéband | were picked up by an ol d man &nd |
had a sprained ankle, otherwise we were OK
hidden in some tall reeds and since they w:
had had it. |l nstead, after conveying our

ian, we had a nice lunch of roast goat mea
out of the area and after a very | ong wal k
troduced to the family and hid in an upsta
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A visit by some German officers, who the f.
our vahlbheruda s, prompted another move that nig
and since | had never ridden one before, I
i ng out of the canal s.

We arrived at our new residen mi d
the home of the Sparetta f ami , m
kids. They were tenant f ar me mo r
The first floor was for farm n t|
en, second floor for the f ami oor
sl ept . lts windows had no gl e 0
| ooking for the rats who were t h
hid in the chicken coop or ou o ioel
t he f aid@i Ityr udsitd n The kids acte out s
Af ter aboutturar evte edkyunnn ermpiSSi Gqtty. E.

Smith joined us. He had been t 0
stacks.

Living with the Sparetta f ami y p|
of time gathered around the hi 'Clér’e.ncé pIE;
shocks for_fAu'eI. The women b ﬁSmiOtStn,M-tiheCII
vided @wel Wi yobupgaowht es.

We exchanged outragundifwirlmsanf oal atahge s . |  was
the Po V@glbbeya phir of black velvet pants

por témit dat yl,at e sl eeper got the rest, but th

We were visited frequent

He h
He s
Ze al

Dur i
bunc
t uck
me u
Af
w e
Wi
of
out

t han

~— - —

y by a New Zeal an
h Ger mans 1 n Egy,
and it was th

I
ad been captured by t
I n
cinity.

e
poke rather good I talia
anders hiding in the vi

ng this time, we were VvisiGGetdnlew, oahgr
h, especially if wine was availabl e. |
ed me under her arm and $ave shdewds of
p today and iwlaneo ftr 2 hi nk of it

r weeks of this dangerous and peril ous

hear d@xpgect wteo dwalnk oud whatbrweddidd
e New Zeal ander s. Why t&h eb é€5ead mmea nssu S
bly ewi, | | never Kknow. Al | t he women ¢
the houses with wine, hugs, & ki sse:
we had and most of the att@ahdoaswasi:

t o
t h
ood
of

G midgtox t heir share.
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We wal
ber t al
because

Hour s
wai ted
Boumwhe
PT boat

out | i

n

pi cked

Our t

Ri mi n

k

e

|t cert

ries,

Wh o

t

b

ed 50 miles, or so It seemed, picki

king to were fighter pilots. The P
they now felt they had the upper h.

ater, on the beach of the Adriatic

& worried about the comi ng dahyel iJgehrts

n the sky was I|it up by flares and
ran into a German patrol & faked a
of the rafts silentl|l ySmddtighmgwaoiwvart

I

up and neither did as we both swa

p down the coast was swift and unev:
rej oi n'dBdo mbs Swgiutahd rtohne. 380

ainly would be interesting to meet °
ut what | kKBave al ways wondered was
was that | hhdndepasted 9s8i 6h?s my

AFl ak dHa»2®tyh Bomb Squadron

16






Luftverteidigungs
spiel

We recently came into possession of an 1in
Whil e the men of Germany were fighting in
at war .

We f ound &a bcohairldd rgeanhiédencal Vedt ei,irfiE@ gihAg srs p i
Def enseo Game

The preface tnsthecgames assures us that
Luftwaffe. |t al so stated that
AiThi s game shall and wil|l remain onl:
game | i eswatnc tfhuel etvheaught oD protect

The game was produced by the Verlag Hugo
were still winning the war.

Each player gets six bombers andcaoslioxr d gd

The pieces advance hoping to avoid enemy
back to base.
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s
GUNNERS OF THE AIR

Striet mrch tempo
C7 Kdim By

GAFFSISS =S =

Oh, a pi - hand - y,

Words and Music by
W. G. HANSEN

lot comes in

Edim  Bb7

air. Ard a bom-bar-diers just dan-dy, Hes a

G Dy C7 Fm F7 Bb Gm  Eb

Gm nu

il B

when youre !’lv ing thro the ,_N? e } Pm .07
o8 B e 3 = &"— =
§ i Sy e e AR i

guy we just cant - Bb;‘:: - B7F¢
b Edim ”

Refrain

s ssts i s

land, o-ver sea, in the skies ev-ry where We are the gun-ners of the
BV

SSSEEE=S

We are the

Fo

air,

Bb EdimBS7  Adim BS7 E7

%m—- fer s scemareter=——c=—

to keep you on the beam, but

spare, A nav-i -ga-tor ma-.di-o

gun-ners of the air,
AVt AL it K s OT cz_ ¢

§ni ST .~~a~-urﬁj-4a r

where the hellwould they be with-out gun-ners on the team?

ission of composer, W, G, Hansen,

28

Used by parm

Fr omiAtire For c e

29

Apulsl iISoymdgd abkD2Boel

We're the guys in the skiestake em up in a dare
Fpdim ES7

y S—
we're just the root - in’, hoot -
F7BA7

gunshootin' guys, “rll bhsv those Japs.. and Jer-ries out of the skies
(I B D

Eb ‘Bhm6  C7 C7 2 9

T

in', toot-in',

B7

Send us

TH7 B7FE H

-
there an- y-whereWhat the hell dowe care: ‘causewe'rethe gunners of the  air..

Heat h

Col
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Running on 100 Octane
And -P&of Al cohol

The story wfandheEQOEifE€icetds Men

ThoCl ubs fEMICItutbes wWhenanhe squadrons mov
essenti al el ement ofhehti 6§t hpBombi Wyngft
groups and squadronseady was ®80ednfENMG!| up st

Not only did t hey tsg{)(/%;%t%;g S% H¥m|e(r:
and relaxation, the a l olsgrlve BaSOF
venue for emotional fﬁ'era < !eve “tfie P
a er gy'r|V|ng on Cor s
The Club was a safewpbSapestvhereegbuwcbhbl d
tell the guy sittingngsros¥keohkomad| wheére
how scared you Werecgﬂdtpleohasa.Hﬂliﬁg{ogta
know that your stathenis WI?| Pel(eclelv
with sympathy and un'aFls?S @f% ﬁ ¥ e.SF
| NAELShandingoReraeek
|l i stener would have aﬁ 9 €s sgme eel I n
: : cougno .fl? aE ex%s

on that mission, or e her §Ug .fl e |
they woul ui ld "Oone f
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