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57TH BOMB WING ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 202:

Title

President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Wing Administrator/ Editor
FReunion Liaison

Reunion Coordinator
Membership Chairperson
Wing Chaplain

Wing Historian/Archivist
Wing Historian

Sales Directors

Past Presidents/ 57th Mentors

Honorary President

Honorary Vice President

Honorary Treasurer

Wing Editor Emernitus

2022/

Dianne Ambrosino

Linda and Steve Buechling Julie Martin

Pam Cosbey Tim Jackson. Eeunion Coordinator

Penny and Jim Fouse Greg Wichtowski Jr.
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Name

Richard (Dick) Reed - (340th/486th)

Gregory Wichtowski Jr.

(310th/381st - Leonard Wichtowski)

Pam Cosbey (310th/379th Bernard T. Peters)
Patty Koenitzer (310th/380th - JTames Moffitt)
Lousze Bourg (340th/489th - Harry DeBoer)
Vinny White (310th/381st - Joe White)

Phone
(772) 346-0247

(917) 828-6828
(978) 436-0885
(269) 674-3155
(201) 437-7883

Jerry Lester -Yankee Air Museum B-25D Historian

Tim Jackson (340th/486th - Alvin Jackson)

Linda Buechling (340th/489th - Millard E. Rives)
Steve Buechling (340th/489th - Millard E. Rives)

Dan Setzer (340th/HQ - Hymie Setzer)

Barbara Connolly (321st/447th - Edward C Ennis)
Jim and Penny Fouse (321st/448th - John Montoro)

Mike Feditko - 340th/480th
Brigadier General Robert D. Knapp
John Dillin - 57th Headquarters
Robert E. Evans - 340th/487th
Tom Sullivan - 340th/487th

Wictor Hancock - 321st/445th

Jerry Lester, Reunion Liaison

(517) 404-1061

(504) 231-3063
(540) 459-8503
(540) 459-8503
(443) 421-5554
(928) 717-1058
(408) 927-9984

Email

cdreed8@vahoo.com

gregoles327 @ gmail com
daveandpam%@aol.com
pmka24 @ gmail com
lowse)@hughes net
viwhited 7 @gmail com
cyrenalester@gmatl com
tjackl33@cox net
gapoova@yahoo.com
gapoova@yahoo_ com

dhsetzer@comcast.nat

princesshbarbi_b23@msn.com

pfouse@sbeglobal net

Contact Editor for Information
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57" BOMB WING ASSOCIATION
2023 NATIONAL REUNION

IKKANSAS CITY
MISSOURI
SEPT. 28—0CT. 2, 202:

Crowne Plaza Kansas City Downtown Hotel

Back to Beginnings

57th Bomb Wing: ﬁ

"

Kansas City — Home of
the Fairfax North American Aviation Plant
where B-25s were built from 1942 to 1945.

Join us as we celebrate the
57th Bomb Wing Association and
the History of the B-25!

The 57th Bomb Wing Association is
transitioning from an IRS designated Special appearance by:
“Nonprofit War Veterans Group” “Miss Mitchell” a flying B-25 with the

to a new nonprofit being created to keep the Commemorative Air Farce Minnesota Wing.
history of the 57th Bomb Wing alive Special up-close-and-personal time for our group,

for future generations including rides, ground tours, photos,

. . ps . . and crew interaction.
Join us for this historic reunion!

WWII Veterans and Spouses are FREE for ALL Wing Events !
Flight and Hotel costs for a WWII Veteran and a ‘guardian’ can be paid for in full
by a special program through the Gary Sinise Foundation. (See page 3)
All transportation & accommodations can be arranged for WWII Vets by the 57th Reunion team.

ALL EVENTS ARE HANDICAFP ACCESSIBLE. Pel




2023

Hospitality room available Thurs, Friday, Saturday, & Sunday. Soft drinks & snacks provided.
THURSDAY, SEPT 28, 202:

REUNION SCHEDULE

Arrival Day

Hospitality Room Open for Registration and meet & greet. Lunch & dinner on your cwn with friends.

FRIDAY, SEPT 29, 202:

79 am

9 am—noon

12-1:30 pm
1:30-4 pm

Evening

Complimentary Private Buffet Breakfast

Hospitality Room Open for gathering. The 57th has pre-purchased one flight (& seats) on the
B-25 “Mliss Mitchell” for Saturday. Free seats will be offered to WWII Vets first. Raffle drawing
at 11:30 for a free seat on this special 57th designated flight. You must be present to

win. [Remaining seats on this 57th flight may be available for 5495 each.)

Lunch on your own

Visit and tour the Harry 5. Truman Presidential Library and Museum
Just 20 minutes away from the hotel. View photographs and artifacts illustrating Truman's
life and legacy. Pay respects at his final resting place in the courtyard. Bus provided.

Dinner with friends at the hotel or area restaurants. Gather in the Hospitality Room.

SATURDAY, SEPT 30, 202:

79 am
10 am—3 pm

Evening

Complimentary Private Buffet Breakfast

B-25 DAY AT WHEELER DOWNTOWRN AIRPORT!

The 57th has arranged a special fly-in of the B-25 “Miss Mitchell” (Commemorative

Air Force, Minnesota Wing) at Wheeler Downtown Airport, 4.5 miles from the hotel.

Enjoy up-close-and-personal time with the B-25, including ground tours, photos, and crew
interaction. The 57th has pre-purchased a flight for & people. A raffle for free seats takes
place on Friday morning. Additional rides may be purchased for 5495 each throughout the day.
(For more info on the B-25 “Miss Mitchell” flights, visit: www_cafmn.org)

[Watch for possible appearance of a group of Rosie the Rivetersl]

Box lunch provided at the TWaA Museum at Wheeler Airport, just steps away from where the
B-25 will be parked. Following lunch, enjoy an engaging presentation about the History of

the B-25 "Mitchell” Bomber and the men and women whao built, flew, and maintained them,
and with a special focus on the Kansas City factory where the B-25s were built. Presented by
Dan Desko, Founder of the B-25 History Project. www_ b-25history. org

Dinner with friends at the hotel or area restaurants. Gather in the Hospitality Room.

SUNDAY, 0CT 1, 202:

79 am

10 am

Noon
5:00 pm
6—9:30 pm

Complimentary Private Buffet Breakfast

57th Bomb Wing Association Annual Meeting

The 2nd and final vote will take place to transition from a “WWII Veterans nonprofit,” to a
new nonprofit created to keep the history of the 57th Bomb Wing alive for future generations.
(See page 4) Group photo immediately following the meeting.

Lunich on your own at the hotel or area restaurants. Afterncon free for exploring or R&HR.
Attitude Adjustment
Wing Banguet—Celebrating the 57th Bomb Wing Association and Looking to the Future

The evening includes a fascinating presentation by 57th Bomb Wing Historian Dan Setzer
on the History of the 57th Bomb Wing.

MONDAY, OCT 2, 202

Norning

Check out—Safe travels!

Or enjoy a few extra days in the area on your own. (Hotel rate is valid for 3 days before / after the event.) Pg
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REUNION HOTEL:

Crowne Plaza Kansas City

Downtown
1301 Wyandotte St Kansas City, MO
Hotel Deadline Aug 28—Register ASAP!

Conveniently located in the heart of Kansas City.

57th Bomb Wing Association Reunion Rate: $169 / night plus tax. (parking $20/night)
King Rooms or 2 Queens. Handicap rooms available.
If you are staying Sept. 28, 29, 30, and/or Oct 1
Call for Reservations:
(816) 474-6664, ext. 7500

If you are staying up to 3 days before or after these dates,
Plaase call Linda directly at the hotel salas office: 816-460-6623 to complete your reservation. She is very hielpful!

Guests MUST identify themselves as members of the group for the group rate.

GROUP RESERVATION NAME: “57th Bomb Wing Association”

Group rate is only open to Registered 57th Reunion Attendees.

TRAVEL LOGISTICS
k" AIRPORT: Kansas City International Airport— 25 minutes
\ Mo airport hotel shuttle available.

Yellow Cab or “Z-Trip Taxi”—estimate 540-45
Lyft / Uber estimate—535

rExwwwerr ATTN: WWII VETERANS *******

NEWS! Complete flight and hotel costs for a WWII Veteran and one “Guardian” ONLY can
be covered by a special program through the Gary Sinise Foundation. The “Guardian” must
be a travelling companion, preferably (but not a firm requirement) under the age of 70, but in
any case, someone who is capable of assisting and taking care of the veteran while traveling.

1. DEADLINE for WWII Vets to register for the Sinise Foundation benefit is August 31.

2. For Airline Booking and Travel Arrangements, contact Tom Gibbs with the Gary Sinise
Foundation at tgibbs@garysinisefoundation.org before August 31.

3. For Hotel Booking, please call the hotel directly to make reservations using our Group
rate and group code: “57th Bomb Wing Association,” as noted above. The Sinise Foundation
will work with the hotel to reimburse WWII Veteran eligible guests’ hotel accommodations
IN FULL.

- Other questions about WWII Veteran benefits?
Contact Tim Jackson, 57th Reunion Team, tjackl53@cox.net, or (504) 231-3062.

QUESTIONS About Reunion Activities or Accommodations?

Contact: Greg Wichtowski Ir Email: greggles327@gmail.com or 917/828-6828 cell
GEMERAL TRANSPORTATION QUESTIONS:

Contact: Linda and Steve Buechling, (540) 459-8503 [Home], or (540) 335-5061 [Linda's cell.]
PLEASE JOIN THE EMAIL LIST for future 57th Bomb Wing updates:

Email your info to: Membership Chair, Linda Buechling - gapoova@yahoo.com Pe 3




The 57th Bomb Wing—Keep ‘Em Flying!!

Honoring the Men and Women of the 57th—and Preserving their Legacy for Future Generations

NEWS: The 57™ Bomb Wing is transitioning from a designated “Nonprofit War Veterans Group — 501(c){13)"
to a new 501(c)(3) nonprofit created by the families of our WWII Veterans to preserve the history of the 57
Bomb Wing. {The new organization’s official name to be determined.)

The current tax status as a “Monprofit War Veterans Group” contains a number of legal requirements,
including a minimum number of Veterans to serve on the Board and Executive Committee. As our WAWII
Veteran numbers dwindle, we all feel that it is very important to continue to preserve the stories of our 577
Bomb Wing Men and Women and their contributions to the freedoms that we enjoy today.

Cwur veterans, in their wisdom, foresaw this eventuality and included detailed rules and procedures for
dissolution of the organization in their bylaws. (What they didn't foreses, was that we children would be so
dedicated to honoring our Dads and Granddads that we would carry their history on into the future!)

The 57" Bomb Wing Association Bylaws Articles on Dissolution and Disposition are as follows:
(Entire Bylaws available for viewing at www . 57thBombWing.com/about)

Article B-XII - Dissolution

1. Members shall be notified in writing of @ recommendation to dissolve the Association

2. Any such recommendation shall be by a two-thirds [2/3] vote of the Executive Board in formal session at
Reunion. The recommendation shall then be presented to the General Membership, for action at the next
ensuing Reunion.

3. A two-thirds [2/3] vote of the General Membership shall be needed to carry the motion.

Article B-XIll - Disposition
1. Upon the formal Dissolution of the 57th Bomb Wing Association:

ii All associotion records, written, pictoriol, artifoct and others of historical relevance shall be conveyed, by the
Historian/Archivist, to the Notional WA MUSEUM, New Orleans, Louisiana.

ii. Funds remaining after the disposition of all Associotion debts, shall be conveyed, by the Treasurer, without
stipulation of use, to the Air Force Assistance Fund.

iii. Confirmation of the octions taken, pursuant to i, and i, obove shall be transmitted, in writing by the
Secretary, to all Members in good standing, and to all gppropriote Government Agencies, i.e. IRS, of the
completion of the dissolution.

At the 2022 Florida Reunion, the first of the required two votes took place, during the Executive Board
Meeting as well as at the General Business Meeting. The vote at both meetings was unanimous, including votes
in support of the motion by the WWIl Veterans who were present, Dick Reed, Bob Stangier, and Martin Biener.

Action to be Taken at the 2023 Reunion in Kansas City:
The “s7™" Bomb Wing Association” will hold its final vote on Dissolution of the Association, and the creation of
the new nonprofit organization to preserve the history of the 57th Bomb Wing.

This historic vote will take place during the General Business Meeting on Sunday, October 1, 2023 in
Kansas City. The many historical digital resources on the website will remain active and the new nonprofit can
continue to contribute to that history. A new Mission Staterment and Bylaws will be developed and will define
the purpose and functions of the new nonprofit crganization.

Our #1 goal is to keep the history of the 57" Bomb Wing alive for future generations!

Pz4




Kansas City, Missouri
Wing Registration Deadline: August 28 Space is Limited —Please Register ASAP!

The 57th Bomb Wing Association Reunion Wing Registration Form

Sept 28-Oct 2, 2023

PLEASE MAIL THIS ENTIRE PAGE WITH ¥YOUR CHECK. [Retain a copy for yourself.)

MEWS! Attn WWII VETERANS!
WING REGISTRATION FEE and EVENT FEES: ARE WAIVED
FOR WWII VETS AND THEIR SPOUSES.

WWII Veterans: Please fill in this Wing Registration form
for you and other paying members of your party, so we
can have a count and contact info for attendees, and
your event and meal choices.

Ewent [WWII Veterans FREE) | # People X Price =%

Registration fee, per person,
[Helps cover hospitality #
room, banquet space &
private breakfast buffet.)
" WWII Vets—waive
Registration FEE *

X 530 5

Your Mame:
WWII Vet Member:

Associate or Family Member: __

Your WWII Veteran's Name:

Group: squadron:

Your Address:

Cityf State/Zip:

Home Phone/Cell:

* Email:

Emergency Contact and phone:

1. Friday, Sept 29, after-
noon—Visit to the Harry | #
Truman Presidential Li-
brary & Museum
|Fee covers entry fee and
transportation.)

X 530 5

2. saturday, Sept 30
B-25 Day at Wheeler
Downtown Airport!

- "Miss Mitchell” B-25, Uup- | BoX Lunches:
Close-and-Personal for Roast Beef
57th attendees. #

- Box Lunch—TWa Museum
|sandwich, chips, cookie]

- Historyofthe B-25Talk |

# Tot People

Turkey

{Fee covers B-25 Fly-In cost, | VeEetarian
bus transpertation, and box | ¥

lumch_)

545 5

GUESTS: The following guests will be with this group. if needed,

please list additional guests on a separate page, including address-

es and email. [We use this information for the name badges,
reunion directory, and participant emergency contact.)

1]

GUEST NAME

Address, City/State

Home Phone / Call Phone

Emiail

2]

GUEST NAME

Address, City/State

Home Phone / Call Phone

Emiail

3. sunday, Oct 1 # of meals ¥ 5 Price Meal §

Reunion Banguet (Price
covers meal and tip)

Af

Grilled Flank Steak 558 #____ N 458

AR

chicken Picata 450 F___ X 550

[Meals include salad, rolls/b,
entrée, dessert, & coffea )
Let us know if special distary
neads.

sdditional Donation

To help with bus transporta-
tion costs, venue charges, 5
and special services for Wwil
vets and their spouses.

Total Amount
Enclosed 5

Make check payable to: 57th Bomb Wing Association

Mail Registration form and chedk (sormy, no credit cards) to:
Julie Martin, 57th Bomb Wing Association
PO Box 543
Canton, ME 04221

Ouestions about registration to:
Julie Martin (Red Martin, 340/435th)
Email: jm.highlands{®@gmail .com, 978-994-1236, call or text

L




FROM NEENAH TO NAPLES

John

ROM the day when the newspaper

carried the story that Technical
Sergeant John Stilp had returned to
America, until my phone rang telling
me that John was in the mill, there
had been an air of expectancy among
the “Oldtimers” at Badger-Globe.

John was a third hand and back-
tender at our mill until about two
years ago, when he left us for the Air
Force. Within six months after leaving
Neenah, he landed in England for
further training. He trained there for
five months. His crew learned to im-
provise; using material that was not
designed to do the work which they
made it do. More material began to
flow through and the might of our Na-
tion began to be felt.

After his training in England he
was transferred to Africa. Their air
division was among the first to use
the captured airfield at Casablanca.
As rapidly as the enemy was pushed
back and fields were put in order, the

Sour ce -GlBoabdeg,e rHCil mlr &kr ICyor p-Deat 1943

Stilop

American Air Force moved up. They
moved so constantly and rapidly that
John seldom had the chance to sleep
indoors. His shelter was a tent, or the
stars; his bed the sand in the bottom
of a fox hole.

The operations officer called the
crew of five B-25’s into his tent one
morning and told them that he was
assigning them to a very important
mission, Intelligence had relayed the
information that a tanker, the world’s
largest, was on its way to Bizerte or
Tunis. It was the task of these airmen
to stop it. Operations called it a
“Must Objective.” The crews studied
the information supplied them and
talked over their plan of attack. With
John'’s plane in perfect running order
they started their suicide mission. The
tanker was located but with it were
five destroyers and several Sibil Fer-
rys armed with AA guns. The tanker
had the protection of these destroyers
as well as an air umbrella of Focke-

Typo Correcti

on:

( 3dlMd wUr2t8e s yCod fl elcdah m nS't

Wolfe’'s. The ACK ACK became
heavier as they came nearer their ob-
jective. The plane was so low, going
over one of the escort vessels, that
John could see the gun crews loading
their guns. As they began their bomb-
ing run, their top gunner shot down a
Focke-Wolfe. When they released
their bombs they felt their ship shud-
der and almost stop in mid air, The
right engine was on fire and the wings
and fuselage of the plane was riddled
with flak and heavy calibre machine
gun bullets. The pilots kept the ship
aloft to a point about five miles {rom
where the tanker blazed. The crew
knew that the plane would sink in
about a minute after crashing. John
saw a large hole had been torn in the
plane toward the tail, and he managed
to crawl out at that point. The rear
gunner followed him. The plane
staved afloat for seven minutes before
sinking, The rubber raft which should
have inflated automatically, had to be
Si

ebel Ferri

The group at the Badger-Globe to whom Tech, Sgt. John Stilp talked when he was home on jurlough. At the same time, Cp. Les Johnson
was on leave. Both men are Kimberly-Clarkers, and both are claimed by the Badger-Globe,

N ¢




FROM NEENAH TO NAPLES (CONTINUED)

NS 4x5 neg rec'd 11/25/43 from N.W. Africa thru
‘ War Theatre #15 (North Africa) CREWS X ‘ BPR. Northwest African Air Forces Photo .

261484 C

GOING HOME AFTER FIFTY MISSIONS--At a USAAF Mitchell Bomber Base in North Africa. Showm
above is the "Shanghi-Lil," veteran North American B-25 Mitchell Bomber, with her pilot and
crew just prior to their take-off for the U. S. All members of the crew have completed 50
missions in this theatre and will now engage in a nation-wide tour in behalf of the War Bond
appeal of the the Treasury Department. Following the completion of their projected tour,
it is expected that many of them will be assigned to training capacities in the States.
Left to Right: ’

Capt. James G. Hickman, Orlando, Fla., top position in nose.

S/Sgt. John P. Stilp, Neenah, Wis.

T/Sgt. John I. Gerry, Fairbault, Minn.

1lst Lt, Robert M. Westcott, San Jose, California, who appeared after the picture was taken
following an unavoidable delay, thus missing out on the picture but not the trip home.
S/Sgt. Loy G. Meyers, Hume, Ohio.

Capt. John H, Beatty, Kittanning, Pa., their pilot.

Bidding them "Bon Voyage" is the Commanding General of the medium bombardment wing

with which they affiliated.




FROM NEENAH TO NAPLES (CONTINUED)

pumped up by hand, and it was about
45 minutes before it was inflated
enough to carry the five men. They
spent that night and all the next day
in the raft and after twenty-two hours
of rowing toward land, they were
rescued by a British PT Boat. The
captain told them that if they had
continued in the direction they were
going they would have reached land;
land which was the headquarters of
the German E boat division! The
crew of John’s plane were landed
back at their base. They found that
of the original five planes detailed for
this suicide mission, two returned to
their base, badly shot up; two crashed
on the main land and one (John's
plane) crashed into the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Of the twenty-five men
involved in this mission all returned.

As John told us of their flight over
Palermo on Mothers Day, and of the
flak which was so thick that they
could not see the following plane; of
the sensations caused as flak tore
through their plane; when he showed
us “flak” that he dug out of his radio
equipment; steel which would have
landed in his back, instead, if he had
not been doubling on his machine
gun; I began to realize that we have
it pretty soft here at home.

As I write this article about John,
I suddenly realize that very little has
been said about the man who third
handed and backtended at our mill. By
prying considerably we found that his
name has been submitted for the DFC
and he now has the Air Medal. He
told us that his crew had over fifty
missions to their credit. That on the
fiftieth mission an 88 mm. shell tore
through the plane. Fortunately for the
crew it did not explode. The plane
was landed in Sicily without casualty,
a tribute to both men and machine,

John told us that he was coming
back to Badger-Globe when the war is
over. We are glad. He turned to John
Ciske and said, “Oh yes! and every
Saturday night that I am on the night
shift Ciske is going to trade shifts
with me.” Ciske grinned and didn’t
deny it.

John will be back to us at Badger-
Globe because someone, somewhere
cared enough for the safety and se-
curity of their country and her men,
to buy bonds and pay taxes to equip
John’s crew with the finest equipment.
Let’s all take this slogan as our battle
cry!

I SHALL DO ALL I CAN, NOT
JUST MY SHARE!

..... S I [ ot S—
Mahat ma Gandhi was one of the greatgst peac
people are unaware that he was still al ijv e
to peace that he tried to widietar a | g4=t=—er1] t C
fridtend pleading for himstansteprtwbdqwaer] Hc
the messages reached Hitler
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A DAUGHTER’S STORY

The Omaha Flight - A Daughter’s Story
by Julie Martin
(Written in 2000)

It was early Sunday morning during the 57™ Bomb Wing reunion in Omaha in 2000. Most
attendees were headed to the Men’s Business Meeting or the Ladies Brunch, but Dad, Mom, and
I were in a taxi on our way out to the airport. The B-25, Old Glory, was waiting out there on the
tarmac, and I had signed up to take a ride.

My father is Jim “Red” Martin, a pilot in the 486™ during the final
months of the war, January—May 1945. He flew missions over the
Brenner Pass, targeting railroad bridges in the push to cut off German
supply lines. But I have only recently learned about all this. Dad
didn’t talk much about his war years when I was growing up, though |
do remember the black and white photo that he always kept in a place
of honor on his dresser. In the photo, he and five other very young
men in Army uniforms stood in front of a silver airplane. Even
without knowing anything about it, I could tell how proud those men
were to be standing beside that plane.

James ‘Red’” Martin, 340/486

Dad was a late comer to the 57 Association. He found out about it by

chance while reading an American Legion Magazine in 1998, and we’ve been coming to the
reunions ever since. In Spokane, Dad was reunited with one of his original crew members, Jim
Davidson. Dad hadn’t seen him or talked to him since the day he watched Jim’s plane go down
in February 1945. Jim called their meeting “nothing short of a miracle.” I listened in
amazement as Dad exchanged stories with many other veterans, stories we had never heard
before. Again and again, I asked questions of these men and women, and they have answered, as
if it all happened just yesterday. During the war, they stepped forward willingly to work side by
side for a common cause. It was a terrible time for the world, but it brought out the best in many.
For that, we will always be grateful.

As the taxi pulled up that day in Omaha, there was Old Glory, shining in the sun.
Because of my “pilot’s daughter” status, I was given one of the seats up front, behind the
cockpit. Dad chose not to take the trip. “I’ve done that!” he said.

Then the engines started. People try to describe the sound of a B-25 engine, but until you
experience it, you just can’t know. It is more than a sound — it is a sheer, shaking mass of
deafening vibration that presses hard on you. You feel it hammering in your chest. It assaults
your body, not just your ears. | was fastening my seat belt when I looked out the small window
and saw Dad there on the tarmac holding onto his hat, the prop wind blowing his jacket back. I
laid my palm flat on the window glass in answer.

Once in the air, I was allowed to crawl up into the bombardier’s compartment in the nose of the
plane. The passageway is a square green tunnel under the pilot’s seat, about 3’ by 3’ in diameter
and two body lengths long. I went in feet-first and pulled myself along with the pole attached to
the top. Halfway through the tunnel, I froze, lying on my back, breathless. Enclosed in that

11



A DAUGHTER’S STORY (CONTINUED)

cramped space, [ was overpowered by the roar that I now felt directly against my entire body. I
winced at every bump and bounce. Then I realized - those young kids were doing this while
being shot at!

I pulled myself upright in the plexi-glassed curve of the nose and knelt to look around in wonder.
Soaring low over the Nebraska farmland, in the very center of America, I knew I was flying
inside history. It was a thrill I will never forget. When the B-25 banked wide and deep on its
return to the airport, the whole world tipped perilously for a long moment, and then righted itself
again.

I was back in my seat as we landed, and Dad watched us taxi to a stop. My knees were still
shaking as I came down the ladder to meet him, but my first question was, “When can I go up
again?!” Dad climbed up into the cockpit area and somehow, he clambered into the pilot’s seat -
for the first time in 55 years. He sat for a long time there with his thoughts, reunited with an
airplane that had been his friend through many times of terror, as well as of pure joy.

I am forever grateful to the 57" Bomb Wing Association for making these moments possible. I
am also grateful for each story I have heard, for the adventure of every reunion trip, for all the
dear friends I have made across the generations, and for the understanding I have gained, not
only about our collective history, but about my family’s personal history as well. Thank you.

Postscript:

Jim ‘Red” Martin died in April 2008. We had by then traveled together to over 20 national or
Eastern Mini reunions together. Visiting cities all over America, we experienced the vast beauty
of this country and shared the pride with which these men fought to preserve it. We are forever
grateful.




THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER—DICK REED 340TH/486TH
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weeks, luari rger e9a6t; or g a

il ng a corner and i1t is

tion I have no pl ans

57t h and wil |l be with

and | are stildl i n pr e

the bikes 20 miles eve

happy and feel l ucky t :_
roundi ngs | am not S u-
the 57th, but | know i
| ook forward to a brig CLhtrP§eG||qrey
bership. And |  wil/l never give up my
circle of friendship with all vyo
Claire and | are making plans to see

ylo u

| ets hope the same for the coming yearjs.

idaand | think it all went well. With nothing much elseto say, we look forward to seeing

everybody in Kansas Ci-2§y, Aode pfayhellend

more Vetcertlaemey some more than the
two or three reunions.

t

Many different bombers wer-27 248 d Bd Rrpi,n g
and2®B were the workhor ses25 fandheB A226F| welreeg tt.w

0] C

engi nnee,t aall Imonopd 5 n'eMi.t cTHAe8l IB'Maamdu dBer | wef e
medi um bombers used mainly at altityydes Jof
supported ground forces by targeting forjtif

=1 other targets behind battle |ines. Tfrey Jal s
strategic raids. The B 17 "Flying Fqrtrelss"”
during World War 11 It was used mailnly [in
small er numbers in the Far East.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

VJ (Vinny) White, son of Joseph
Vvjwhite57@mail . com

[mm sorry this edition took s

time and spending quality ti®

vide challenges to my 57th w

provided stories and permiss

Dan Setzer or me with any id_ |

ries in this Jocmrpab\uEDngth'.@

my uncle gave to my young coO 2t S
Kansas City! Take care and

Vinny

|l nterview with Edward J White

By his niece, Mary Jane (O" Donnell) Campt
Circa 1980"'"s (I think)

Edited for -gnéb&wAmPd000vljiamrnidtJy@2b3Da n Set zer
"I n the past few years anavembatvevil elae mld)
|l esson,"” said Franklin Roosevelt two dpys
the great task that is before us by abpnc
again isolate ourselves from the rest D f
war, and we are going to win the peace]tht
Edward J White was 20 years ol d when Pr e
i dea what | ay before him. He was the thir
girl, ranging in age from 4 to 24. He Pr e
Yor k. He never paid much attention to pwhe
t hought, however, that someday the Uni}Jec
someday came quicker than he thought.

He says he wil!/| never forget the day Jppe
Eddie up at wor k. He was a merchant sepme
were driving down Broadway, when the npws
"Eddie, turn this car around and bri ng] me
"1 knew then there were going to be a ot
there were, for in the following year, K | tlF
The first to go was Edward's ol der br of he
the day he enlisted; it was October 20 ]
at the time," says Ed. Vincent under wept
vanced training at Amarill o, Texas, Septt
seas from North Carolina as a flight epgi

14



INTERVIEW WITH EJ WHITE—BROTHER OF JP WHITE (310/381)

Not another month went by when Edwar d'
as a Field Artillery specialist. Four
my Ordinance. "I remember thinking tha
and already two of my brothers had gon
Edward's basic training took place in
"They taught you how to kil and sur vi
swamps that | thought would never end.
that his older brother, James, was al s
sometimes pulled strings for his young
He was then transferred to Ft. Leonard
when we | eft Georgia they wouldn"'t tel
would find out. We went wup through the
way we found out where we were going w
farmers would tel]l us what direction w

The
bro
Fi e
t
0

-

happy memo
oey had since been drafted I
I

me
br

[
r
[
to see them."

was June 1943, when he boarded
rgest group of soldiers to be s
S or any navy boat s. "We were a
e QE to safely get us there. |
e enemy. This added two days t
nd. There were 27000 troops on t
"One night you would be inside t
twice a day. We wusually played cards

t
|
I
e
O our
h e

) e pien pER B <

I
I
e
t
t
I

When the ship |l anded in Scotland the
They set up camp there to prepare for

Engl and just a few days, Edwar d r eme mb ¢

i es that Edwar d ha{

n

J
, [ 1 for his basic2brmedi migp. b dlmp
very weekend." White said with a
er . '

n Mi ssour.i t he tr od
k . He passed right
nd hi s house. "That

h e

Il pped
on

me mi

Q

t

t

q

‘

(

t

q

I
t

D U

0]
e
r

F .
he next

= O
T FIN M~
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INTERVIEW WITH EJ WHITE—BROTHER OF JP WHITE (310/381)

was about 1:00 in the morning on Octobgr

my eyes and my brother Vincent was in flr
seen him in about a year. It was the hdpyg
Vincent was stationed outside of London ¢
end in Birmingtwam. matr kwads ttwreee nh alhfem. The
Uu.S. 0. c¢club. The U.S. O was a club that JAT
"When you went i1 n, you would sign your |nce
could see i f anybody from your <city wag t
"so | waited."

Edward had heard his brot h-&er masyoandnghl
to return that day. So he walked owvE? flo
bomber to return. "One by one they camgq I
wounded airmen. A |l ot of bombers came i|n
er never came back Edward waited all (qa\
him there was no use waiting around, alfl

be | went back to my camp and told my Jcc
he would get back to me when he contactert
Well the officer did get-abackat o Edr el fhas
the brothers’ pl an The plane was shot |dc
ing. Vinnie's body was not found until D ¢
hard | osing a brother in the war. | wad{ t
|l ittl e boy back home that he only got (o
mot her . |l just wish his son was able tq |
on peopl e Many innocent people were kifl

It was very hard for Edward and his farni]l
on and Edward was shipped to France. Fij v e
June 6, 1944, his troops were sent thenfe
This was to keep the invasion moving fqr\
miles outside of Paris. "We arrived thdqr e
By now another brother, Frank was in tHe
Point At this point, five White boys Hac
troops occupied what had Chaapls\Ge®défatne h dal
pl ace was cleared of enemy snipers and]|]t/
was formed. On May 7, 1945, Germany sufir e
wasn't over yet. There was still a war Jgc¢
to the States for 30 days and then | wqul
was glad to be going home even i f it wds
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INTERVIEW WITH EJ WHITE—BROTHER OF JP WHITE (310/381)
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days | ater Edward was back on
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had answered my prayers. As s
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window. And
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FLYING #4 POSITION
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EVASIVE ACTION

By Bob Stan'dgBGrsB8l | ot 310

and Dan Setzer

Bomber 8 vtacsd kv@a sa ctthieoyn approached the target, Jt h
they flew straight and steady afotmbe 0taovmyandgi e
woul diLy® | et t he baend ewdasiofe haeatei,on woul d rjest
What were they evading, and how, exactly, dfd
The first Tpheyt wer eatsryying to evade the Ger man
them from the gun batteries on the ground.

The secienwvdaspgadt saaartoircen compl e x .
Here is how Joseph Heller desz2.i be¥o swarsii asre,] atcl
is calling the shots to McWatt, the pilot.
ACI i hbe! screamed into the intercom fCtl i vhbWat t
you bastard! Climb, c¢climb, c¢climb, cli mb!
The plane zoomed upward again in a climbjth
with another harsh shout at McWatt and wjen
fodftiwegree turn that sucked his insides put
fl eshl esisr imntnmild he | evel ed McWatt out aglai:-r
toward the right and then down into a scfgee
Clearly this is a wild, yet hilarious, exag@ger
To fully understand how evasive action workeged
about | ayifngyitm®i mgueashechni cal term which rdfe
tillery piece.
WWI'l is known as a conflict with some vVvEry
he most ambiti ots cmrmmjoengt a wad g atntda cf macjhi r
projectiles from Germany across the |]seajin
—/ the2,V tShewoMul d be a stationary cannor—thfat
di stances of up to 100 miles across |t he] se
Kingdom. Luckily, the cabombi wgs never fkon
rudestroying it before completion.
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EVASIVE ACTION (CONTINUED)

di agram-aofr ca atf ypibaalt eGgr man

ant i

g .Geschutz

1Geschos,

568“"“"

S

‘ Vertelerkasten

Batterie-Mitte

3 (alt) i' J
! 3
chksrwkw\é Entfernungsmesser
Batterie 88cm — 2 1
Flak 41 mit | i
Kom m G n d O g e rot " 4 Kommandogeral 40 h..
<&;;l-/:;un9;.0;:;;; ..5-;" ) }‘ammlcfgwff// Motorgenerafor
The components are:
1. El ectrical Generator
2. Control B o x
3. Stereoscopic Range Finder
3 (alt). Some batteries substituted a radpr
was considered to be | ess accurate than the m
4 . Mechanical Analog Command Computer
5. Signal Distribution Box
6 . Gun Batteries
I n order to hit a moving target you need tp Kk
flight
The Entfernungmesser, or range finder, was]th
of five men. Each measured a different pafam
relayed to an analog computer which would fal
|l ery shelll expl oded.
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