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57TH BOMB WING ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 2020

Title
Prasident

L=t Vice President

2nd Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Azgiztant Treasurer

Wing Administrator’ Editor
Reunion Lisizon

Reunion Coordinator
hiemberzhip Chairperzon
Wing Chaplain

Wing Histortan/ Archivist
Wing Historian

Sales Directors

Past Presidents’ 57th Mentors

Honorary President
Honotrary Vice Prezident
Honorary Wing Coordinator
Honorary Treasurer

Wing Editor Emeritus

20192020 Reunion Committes
Dianne Ambrozino

Linda and Steve Buechling
Pam Cosby

Denise Emler

Penty and Jim Fouse

Tim Jackzon, Eeunion Liaizon

Name
Richard (Dick) Reed - (340th/436th)
Gregory Wichtowski Jr.
(310th/381=t - Leonard Wichtowski)
Carol Myczak (340th/'48%th - Harry DeBoer)
Patty Koenitzer (310th/380th - James Moffitt)
Denize Emler (321st/445th - Richard Emler)
Louize Bourg (340th/'48%th - Harry DeBoer)
Vinny White (310th/381st - Joe White)
Tim Jackzon (340th/486th - Alvin Jackzon)
Tim Jackszon (340th/486th - Alvin Jackson)
Linda Buechling (340th'480th - Millard E. Rivez)
Steve Buechling (340th/43%th - Millard E. Rives)
Dan Setzer (340thHQ) - Hymie Setzer)
Earbara Connolly (321st/447th - Edward C Ennis)
Jim and Penny Fouse (321st/448th - John Moentoro)
Mike Fedirko - 340th/48%th

Erigadier General Robert D. Knapp
John Dillin - 37th Headquarters
Fobert E. Evans - 340th/487th
Tom Sullivan - 340th/'487th

Victor Hancock - 321st/445th

Patricia Koenitzer

Jerry Lester, Reunion Liaison
Julie Martin

Tim Jackson, Eeunion Coordinator
Greg Wichtowski Jr.

Son of Al Jackson (340th/430th)

Phone
(772) 5460247

(917) 828-6828
(630) 096-3026
(978) 369-1041
(661) 303-9274
(269) 674-3153
(201) 437-7883
(504) 231-3062

(340) 836-3600
(3407 356-3600
(443) 421-3334
(928) 717-1038
(408) 9270034

Email
cdreedS @wahoo.com

-

orepples 3l

caroldbn@att net
p_koenitzer{@vahoo.com

denize emler@ati.net

rmail.com

louize] @ hurhes net

vjwhite3 7@ email com

tjackl 33 @ cox.nat

rapoovafdvahoo.com

capoovafvahoo.com

dhzatzarcomeast nat

princessharbi b2 @msn com

pfousefi sherlobal nat

Contact Editor for Information

12/26/1807 - 4/25/1004
Deaceazed 8/27/1008
Deceazed 10/12:2010
Deceazed 107012012
Deceased 09/13/2018
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57t h Bomb Wi ng Associat] o
Mi nutes of Gener al Me mber s|hi
Seattle, Washington Sunday,

eting called to order at 10:22 AM by Dick] Re
, 1st VP. There were approximately 61 mejmbe
King, Frank Pehrson, Bernie Peters, and] Di
eg introduced the Executive board, thankeld t
anked everyone for attending.
d Busi ness
scussion on the newsletter There is a gofal
mbers are encouraged to submit stories, efjven
mber shi:p Report
nda Buechling presented her report. As off A
Il ve the newsl etdatre ofSitnhoee |Jasnte r3ddB@lndl O fn e\
th 18 renewals, with the $975.00 total dujes
easurer Report
e final bank WwWas$ adc28eh@4ng02019
re is the final accounting for the Reuni ol
gistratben103.00
nations$3,684.00
penses $(11,133.29)
tal ReuBBilp65307T%
| es :Report
nny Fouse reported $1100.00 in raffle ticket
w Business
eg extended a thank you to Paul and Mari ajl] Sa
e 2019 national reunion
amy@us were also extended to Julie Martin pnd
fabul omisniEaist ennne 2019.
Sl ate-20202®@EI%icer s
ecutive committee members have agreed to Iren
rrnominations, and as none were made, Grejg V
nded. The gener al member ship unani mousl!l y}] vo




September 15, 2019
Membership Report by Linda Buechling
57" Bomb Wing Membership Coordinator

57'" Bomb Wing Association Membership Totals (as of August 29, 2019)

616 — Total Members who are on active list receiving newsletter. Last year’s total was 643.
204 — Life Members (WWII Veterans) Last year’s total was 226.

121 — Complimentary Life Members (widows of WWII Veterans) Last year = 132.

178 — Dues paying members (These are family/friends who pay yearly dues.) Last year = 168
109 — Associate or Family Life Members (Most are children of WWII Veterans.) Last year = 112.

4 — Honorary or Guest members (Corsicans and WW!Il Museum Curator) Last year = 5.

Membership Transactions

From June 3, 2018 (last reunion), to the date of this report, August 29, 2019:
10 — New Members

18 — Member renewals

28 — Total membership transactions

TOTAL DUES AND DONATIONS

From June 3, 2018 (date of 2018 reunion), through August 29, 2019, | have processed a total of
$975.00 in membership transactions.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda J. Buechling

ere are more than one hunersed
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them are on static display i n mu
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2019 REUNION MINUTES (CONTINUED)

President Dick Reed
l1st VP Greg Wichtowski Jr
2nd VP Car ol Ny czak
SecretaryPatricia Moffitt Koenitzer
TreasurerDenise Emler
AssistantlLdueasuBeurg
Member shi pinda Buechling
Wing Admi Ni ehyaWbite
*2020 Reunion Location Proposal s
The Executive Committee di scuasmed acecmmiimingg t
keep a high attendance at the national [
Tim Jackson offered to organize the 2020 e
new hotel attached which would be conveni nt
New Orl eans, the museum has added an exhi it
Staying at this hotel would eliminate cosff/n
based on hotel and museum availability.
Terri Tokaz presented her choice for Col umpbi
where a B25 i s DbWriingghtr etssamgeard ;whCiuah iisss no a
museum; | ake dinner cruises,; a botanical ar
NC.
Forrest Well s wild investigate possibilitijes
New Orl eans won the majority vote of the em
Closing
President Dick Reed adjourned the meeting jat
Respectfully Submitted,
Patty
Patricia Moffitt Koenitzer, Secretary
Due to tH®E @@wWIdRmi c, our 2020 52nd | nat i

poned. 2021 reunion details can|be f

Thank you for your support ajndjun




THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER—DICK REED 340TH/486TH
Twermtdd years ago, wife CIl ai k e
NY. Pedaling around the g k w
came upon an official ro e d
not very busy street. Wej an
amazed to read about a f as
happened right upon this N e
B-24 Liberator, known to as
AF1 yi ngoaGaf fniaf€mes of t he
eleven, all fatalities, P
pilot, etc., and when I I
It was Lou Panella, a fr S
It was shocking! And sad I
thinking about Lou, and D I a
about his hometown of Du
Claire and | now live in & o ¢ ur p t
the summer months. Last summetf,, orquqrg PHBS Q
per haps because it was approachlng t he 5t h] An
versary of the end of the war in Europe, | h o
another |l ook -at twhkhe moae, mbukemper haps | jus C
Li brarian was glad to hel p, knew nothing of]jJth
cles of the time. According to the stories,|]th
blinding snowstorm and i mpossible visibilit t
the Town of Westhampton Beach, they flew top |
tering debris over a couple of hundred yardp
respective families. No service was held, ajfe
the case was closed, and that was the end o [
date. And of course now, the marker gone fofev
can Legion commanders and the | ocal newspapegr
memori al should be held for these forgotten]so
all thought that it would be the right thinp t
remembered. Well, oflXowposre wmo,w,ouw tphl a&COsvIiDg v e
Conversing with our 57th Historian Dan Setzpr.
Air Corps accident al air crashes and deaths]th
of ficial Air Corps statistics of these crashes
unbelievabl e. For instance, 15,000 airmen wpkre
there were 29,853 plane accidents; 5,616 plpne

During World War |11, more US dervilcer

Corps than the Marine Corps. -




THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER—DICK REED 340TH/486TH
65,169 US planes were |l ost during the lho
|l ost due to accidents in the US, 20, 63 I
crew combat deat hs. I n addition, 25,844 d
that | ost 1 n accidents in the US. Regandi
sacrifices were as reathayp whonset sdoée o we
did not die in ain! Long should we rerem
Il n previous President Corner pages, I 4sKk
stories which occurred to you while I nj|Se
|l " ve had a few of my own which | have qIr
aninterestlng short story or tale to fel
something that i f you think would be off i
of us. Give it a try guys, we are all 4dqar
Hope to see all I n Ndw, Onliva®ensus& aplbe 2!
DI CK REED, 340th, 486¢th
I I
SR T —
FROM THE 57TH BOMB WING FACEBOOK GROUP

Paco Mora posted t [ —— il | T0H e
57t h Bomb W &g FAs®(
book Group page:
| made this for my Cl J.
Navarette, Top Tur api c
for the 489t h. He e n -
joyed showing this am] |y
and friends. Hi s 1 Dnj th
20t h of March 1945 mj s -
sion was April 26 h a
his main plane was
from Lil Abner, bu
have found with ¢t hg C |
M) Coul d be the ye
memory back then. t p
book under the gunners | ast page.




FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

VJ (Vinny) White, son of Jos»=vigm (330t
viwhiteb5b7@gmail . com .'

So muadappenede our |ast pub B LT e
know where to begin. But | ' | &% wWo
aside and focus on our treas er
has been personally devastat _ . ur
Some of my best friends haveW® h a
our eternal reward.

| first became aware of my D Gr
an inpgesthetti tl ed, "The History ouvi 1 Bor
GroapPefore that, | had no idea what d
Il only knew that his older brother ak
wi t henhtii-7¢ cBr ew on October 9, 1943. ea.
der wood (310th, 381lst)scemeounagemgnt jfle.|] @ n
Wing Association in 2001. | gained instant fjri
Rosent hal , Nick Loveless, and | ater, Red Marjt i
Fedirko, Sterling Ditchey, Victor Hancock, tlhe
into the 57th family with open ar ms.

Jerry Rosenthal sent me t he GmiBcornobfds Coshapw @ carpeerg o i
ries. I used my | ocal |l i brary to scan copieg o
Human Resources Laboratory (AFHRL), requestifjng
right time, because | was sent Adobe Acrobgt
the formation of the 57thbombwing.com websitje

mit to the Bomb Wi ng Association (BWA), whidgh

not know what a CD was. It was a struggle flor
site. Donations were contributed by interestjed
up i n GBhegeWwiemrgmgl fund. But | persev@sredsandl ppva
out there knows how to run a website, we carn u.
website contmigoneg when |

With the recent passing of several of my frijen.
this col umn. |l am so sad about the | osses off t
our grgiefl.efWe with photographs and memori es. B L
tographs are stildl here to remind us of our Jch
i mportant than family and friends? Especialljy
and givfet bewen born into in this great countr 0
This edition of the newsletter is dedicated Jto
with us. We stil]l have pleasant memories tol|]re
value systems, and inspired us to keep theirg m
57th | oved ones, please share them with us Qy
Il wish you al/l the best and encouwlVWigte - you tq a
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EMAILS TO THE EDITOR

Edié omote: The original 8th AAF email, whi ¢h
guys get enough press, and deservedly so.

Jerry Rosenthal <bEBbBbuAnelP®@td8mcd8sil3nPM>

This could properly be
calidSewdati ng
t a-k €Of .

Il nteresting
from an 8t h
Pilot. Down
Corsica and
procedure wa
same, except
| ot sp,i ot s Bo
diers (n t
went t
[

ot
t h
ot 0
adi
I g

i e BN @ AN ()

o C »nw =

0

t h p
After breakf
turned to our tents to

dress for the mission. Once ready, we asstsaenndp!| e
where our plane was waiting.

We | ost several ppahes sdhhoit ng ojggii mign@r umps O ay
the joining up process was something that wp s
over the sea where we test fired the guns tp m

General Spaatz in s@wnet almel tavatse ronaem @teée¢ d hteh arjo stt
skills that a | ead pil ot fo sbsee sasn.y oWwhee nb eweo wd. | oMpa
high formation was | ate and dropped on the i d
Thfineavwerse notorious in dropping on others hil

Wi nfgpgur outfiitwad anlewawsnson ti me!
|l did not strip the source names as maybe spme

Jerry (340th, 488t h)

11



MORE EMAILS TO THE EDITOR

My name is Tim Pag and | am a grandson of ajve
Bomb Group and 380th BomMySguaddpa, wad/esképt Mado
September 22nd, 1943 while flying a mission}]in
Il am writing this as | am trying to help myj|]fa
WW2 as well as all of his fA&II ov afi r Wesnl anh'od fdt
alive (Bob Marqui s, Pam Jaqueam(mgkimogl) onaa@ll &:
searching all that mwegmwamdpa odifd nédddiyng otchujnew
what he did so all of the following generatjon
he was and how he hel ped saveWe hdos mootr |wla nftr ptno
| mportant part of history to just "passing hr
| found this amazing website and many piece}p o
documents onutshi 9 nwleré&esdkitbgdéecound excer pts t ha h
ME109'"s in one mission. I found Sgt Loy's ifjpte
made it back to friendly |Iines. He was one pf

Pilot) witbnemymgnawdpakill ed, my grandpa captu
back a the Dase anweeldi lbdtert of hredlsd calals ht H el e

t
l'y by Lt Handuprd WABHEKIKSYwheaeaelredi bl e.

My grandpa passed away in 198B3Hefoumfleeadt bapdt
and mentally after the war. All of his ail mpnt

|l ey was captured that horri Weehdayg vaeryvthiy

ba

mati on about what haplpenetddahi esrchhadremnomt pirm
tured but no déea AAF PO Frecexidst state he wps

l and. This is where the Great Escape took pjJac
eveHe.told my Uncle Bob (his son) thaBewe Wgs
had his own amazi ng ecsacpatpuer etda kaen dp |taocret uarnedd usr i
POWWesl|l ey spoke fluent French whicRaatongf phatk|
erated him and the POW camp i h amdbobusuwe 0 &
to get more informatWenwoduoulbd waicomei any flor was
be very usefMy tohi mlkuigmge siteedt. hat Ger many POWJcar
I n summary, we would |l ove to join thewo&GlFdhaPpBsm
to see how I could collect all of the insigpia
(l'tnks) that mi gihet dhoa vhea vteh iWe sd weayi' Isa bMaea. me d a}l s
(Kriege Book fr oNoutl de tih@W eCadmp)l)anyone still Jali
member him (nickname dweass tFrnedncahileo)t? of veterjans
there be more reunions (this year)?

Thanks to all that have pwuti sotmulcyhy aitmeeasnroe
al |l of t hiAsnyi nifnofronmantaitoinon or directi bdbn gammeouyl
|l am just |l ooking to see i f | can gain that]ne:
Thank you all i n advance.

Regards, Tim Pagac, 1/ 25/ 2018
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MORE EMAILS TO THE EDITOR

A FINAL NEWSLETTER ... GEORGE UNDERWOOD
MARCH 24, 1923 - JULY 9, 2019

George had started putting together ideas for his August newsletter, so we are including them in this, his last
message to friends and family. He enjoyed planning each letter and started a new one right after he sent one
out. Anything written in quotes is taken directly from his notes.

“Yep, again the last week of June the gardener arrived and neatly blew the leaves back under the bushes and
hedges, ran the edger mower and blower in a light rain and departed in less
than twenty minutes.” (p.s. we are now looking for a new gardener)

“Violet has become a bookend or something....now has a new perch in our
bookcase and looks just great there. She is a delight and much loved by us all.”

On Saturday, June 29, Bev, George, Mike and
Bonnie went to the Skagit Airport for a ‘fly day.’
We were all excited for George to see a B-25 and
a B-17, but had no idea that George would be
presented to the crowd and announced as a
hero. He was asked to sign the plane, as pictured here. It was an exciting day
for all of us and plenty of happy tears were shed.

“... after the CAF accepted the donation of the 319th Combat B-25, they settled
her under a batch of shade trees, at the Falcon Field Airport. They started out
calling her ‘Made in the Shade’ They quite literally took her apart and cleaned
the pieces up under the shade of the mature citrus trees that had graced the runways at Falcon Field. It would
be later that they adopted the official "Maid in the Shade" name and chose the nose art for her! We know
that she had 15 combat missions and apparently she then did administrative duty in the MTO. The B-17 in
company with the B-25 named Sentimental Journey. A beautifully restored B-17."

George made sure we had plenty of decorations for the fourth of July on both the house and the red truck.
Mike and Jackson drove the truck in the Anacortes parade, then made a
detour to the hospital so great grandpa could see it from his window.
Friends and family gathered that day to celebrate with him.

This photo was captured of George during
his last haircut. To quote him, “it was a
doozie.” They couldn't have chosen a better
cape for him. He loved his country, his
family, and his friends. It was his pleasure to
write to each of you every month and share a little bit of his life with you. He will
be missed by all who knew him.

Edissonote: George Underwood hel ped meivergemephdo

erated so far. He conmeahanelogptealkl yguledc g w
this gig, but | finally figured it o-Nt. Ik
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WHAT’S NEW AT 57THBOMBWING.COM/ BOOK CORNER

12 Air Force, 57t Bombardment Wing (M)
310t Bombardment Group (M)
3215t Bombardment Group (M)

This comprehensive “History of the 310th Bomb Group™ and “History of the 321st Bomb
Group™ were made possible through the extensive and combined work of our “310% and
321st Bomb Group Historical Eesearch Team.” Highlighting the abilities of each

member. .. our Team comprises of;

Barbara Ennis Connolly (Historian), in honor of dad:
447th BS, 1/5gt Edward C. Ennis 1914-2005

Patti Johnson, in honor of cousin:
446rth BS, T:5gt J. Raymond Orechia, KI4 1921-1944

John T Fitzgerald, in honor of dad:
446th BS, Lt Jack Fitzgerald, Pilot 1922-2008

Because of this well-matched partnership of dedicated and diverse members, we were
able to combine the History from the War Diary, Mission Eeports, MACR s, Roster,
special accounts, events (thoroughly documented) and photo albums, etc. This then was
recreated into a “Dav-Month-Year™ format_ . all aspects verified for accuracy (to the best
of our ability). It has been an honor for us to have known many vets, communicating with
them through thru speaking, e-Mails, letters, family and etc.

The Vets themselves told of their personal experiences and verified manyv of the details
that we would not have had but for them. Families, friends and other researchers also
contributed to the over-all picture. While the MEN all experienced the same war, each
experienced it differently. It was a long and arduous labor-of-love and well worth the
countless hours of research it took to make it as complete as possible. God bless our
brave men.

The True St ol
The

22: The Real [EHS
spired one o {5 H
e

Il hs Past I n —— I
ebhéeétters Home,; : '

tDaar Mo m: _ A \Ij\b_@;“@‘%“” ngs

Cl assics 1in bwMmi ehel | e Ca
ature by Patri ci A AAvail abl e o
Meder T Eﬁ, Amazon.com :
Available on > T T T T

o AN @ \ \'] WORLD WAR II LETTERS HOME

Amzon. com, S DESTe
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MORE INFO FROM 57THBOMBWING.COM

Esteemed Gentl emen,

Il would |Ii ke to make you aware of an exciti g

i nJohn Northrop (ret. US Air Force) i sHeworreka f§ing
Tom Cleaver's book "Bridgebusters”" and was ns
di ssertation.

This will not be a dHy sl vstsi @oih Hmris sassisauiw se 3a me p € vh
result will be a uniqgue and groundbreaking et
story of a combat unit.

Here i s a paragraph from the email exchange b
"My plan was to select raolpearitn ctuhearc ounriste oaffp dt h
such t hi-uwnngist sa,s tsiunbe i n ¢ o mbhd , o0 wersruiaditryg fg gafr eis
based platform that other hi st ouniatnss, cwaint hustgh d
hi storians can pool their resources and knoyl e
deed, to other historical applications as wel |l
there is histToiruisc,all moovuel nde nstt)a.r t wi th a singjl e

software and the dain@liynti @« alVhdtoroll mivd wb d e@nd o yqs e
out the data miossinchulbly m@missiramt tTahds ,nuarcelf smi
sion would be plotted on a digital base mapjof
raiTh.e software availabl e now maketshriotu gpho sesfifjoel cet
we would be able to see what things are |1k f
nosfddi ti onally, we edooumind veiaesw Isyi ntirleaart et oa w hopot k
Norden bombsight. "

Frankl vy, Il don't think I have fully grasped]jth
true database would at a minimum make infor gpnat

We are going to start with the 321st BG becgqus
data so well with his compreMNemsgihvept wanhdcupet
|l earning program to mine data from the diar{es

He estimates the project will take two year t
Il think this is pretty exciting news, and | Jwa
Dan
U.S. Army Air Corps Lieutenant Geneygal
—1 Bausch & Lomb to make gl asses fol_h{s
rays of the sun and reduce their|] nagse
companyaRawas for med.




MORE INFO FROM 57THBOMBWING.COM

Vinni e,

Just so you know. .

| finished cleaning up the

| deleted the blank pages, B,

and ran OCR software agai nfgs

for keywords | also took (@
I

of the Sphmet os §
captions were hand writtenZ

This should considerably
es and pl anes.

Dan Setzer

Hy mi e 'wswwVadransetzer . us -
Mor k's wWwwodanssetzer . us/ Mo

N

Yiddi sh Twwaw.sd aans edtnzser . us/ |

or
t

ephha
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HARD LUCK BEGINNINGS IN NORTH AFRICA

When the el ements of the 5fth
North Africa they had a nujmbe
t hem.
Pil ots anigrceotetwesy weade f ew ou
time, and no combat exper.i nc
Il ng the troops, it was all}] ne
managing a busy, forward ajrf
were being worked out as thhey
Add to all of that the fac t
yet yielded air superiorit t
and their bombers were stifl
OQur2®B'" s began by flying unfper
a means of getting our menj] ac
was being fought in this tlhea
Spm “tET the 12th Bombardment Group] (T
TDSW\“ already on the scene and hjad
12t h BombardmentOUGrB'ugp'tlarﬁsﬁrg%rﬁ ayes contafn
ing this time. 't is a frjagn
or manuscript written by someone in the 12t B
A few extracts from that document wil |l givelyo
of ficers and men | earned the art of war:
iOn the 31st of March [1943] we watched our |[for
were beginning to teldl At hiomef o mat wen wiem etj lue
|l earned that although 2 ships had been forcegd
had | anded at one of our forward fighter bages
Two of these planes belonged to the newly afgr.i
with crews to gain combat expemrloexntcet.wo Tdfe Caod 1
Crews safe. Sendoas two mor e. So sorry.
iThe 340th Bomb Group had plenty of hard | ucj)k a
houan on the 23rd [April 1943], they Il ost ajpl
two planes ran together shortly after takin o]
verely damaging two mor e. They | ost one pl gne
and another bellied in at the field. Thesel]ac
Group and as you might imagine we did not g¢e¢t
when they | anded from opposite directions It
consensus of opinion was that three planes er
gl es, and they met at the junction of the tyo
rectly behind the gunner . The plane that hit




HARD LUCK BEGINNINGS IN NORTH AFRICA (CONTINUED)

accident but it was certainly a miracle tha t
On the 29th three planes | anded in formatio f
pound bomb hung up on the wing rack. Upon an
pl ane up and setting it on fire. Two of th c
the other two members survived. The C. O. thRen
hung up and could not be shaken | oose, they]jwe
l et the crew bail out and try to | and alone o]
The very next day a pilot brought in a plan w

pl ood e .

* * * *

iThe foll owing day wal pmsdubsastbatd. mil dl was [®neE

l'y after taking off on one engine. One engigne
|l ot took the plane out over the sea, droppe t
Of ficer of the 340th Bomb Group, Colonel Mi R1I s
killed by a close burst of A.A.) One of ou o]
One of the 340th planes was unable to drop ny
controls set to head the plane detsst oplaea agpdn
and came back over the field flying a prett f
was going on, -hamdédeérompl|l ame fbieel ¢. -piThoet pwalsqtf |
This one had just gotten down when another | a
and confusion, red and green fl aresowere she¢ot
The Crew Chief
They tell me when they cut thl rgqad
The hares are suddenly homel elss dnd
And aimlessly circle the stubEIe on
Finding no place in sunlight r ijn
lt's evening and the Mitchelll]s hgve
The crews are home, have streftchdgd,
- A truck replaces fuel which WLS Qur
The sun compl tes 1ts journey| frdm
He wal ks distraught, <circling|] thdgq I
Waiting the | ast one home t ha wdgn'
And | i ke those hares, he wandFrs ro
Lost and desol ate on the steel mq t
Anonymous
(Contributed by John Sutay]| 486t |




MORE FROM THE 57TH BOMB WING FACEBOOK GROUP

A Thomas Johnson
January 30 at 10:55 AM

Anyone recognize the men in this photo. My dad Lt. Eric W. Johnson is
pictured standing in the middle. | believe he was in the 486th, 310th
stationed in Corsica.

Chris Gilley
39 Visual Storyteller - July 1 at 5:04 PM

Here's another one from Art “Rick” Richenbach of the 486th. Pretty sure ni
those are his tent mates. Rick is 2nd from the left and that looks like Nick
Loveless 3rd from the left.

FINDAGRAVE.COM
Clarence E Smith
(1918-1979) - Find. ..

Like - Reply - 23w

Faye Smith Sinclair Greg, | have
requested your dad be linked to your mom
and to his parents. Hopefully that will be
done in a few days by the creator of his
memorial. | added his picture. If you are not
familiar with the Find-A-Grave website, it is
a wonderful FREE site. You can become a
member and ask that your family memorials
be transferred to you, then you can add
pics, obits, etc as you wish. It can become
addictive. !!

My dad was Clarence A. Smith, Jeff Davis
Co. Ga. | have a nephew named Greg
Smith. But the most unbelievable thing is..
| had a 1st cousin, Sgt. James Franklin
Smith, (1922-1943) who was MIA/KIA in
WWII in the North African campaign. He
was also in the 57th Bomb Wing, 310th

~e

Bombardment group, and the 381 Squadron.

For 72 years our family did not know what
happen to him.

After much research my sister and | found
him. His B-25 bomber was shot down into
the Mediterranean Sea. His body was never
recovered.

We had an awesome memorial service with
full military honors, in his memory, as we
placed a military marker beside his parent
graves.

We have a book about his life on file at the
WWII Museum and the 57th Bomg Wing.
The 57th and members, Mr. George
Underwood (deceased 2019) and Mr. Fred
Nelson were very helpful in our search.
Many thanks to them. ™S
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HEAVEN WAITED

this tenderiiTaedHbasg ke ndna osel

— — —

n
econnects with a father who . | .
han his father was when he o= jefof
The primary focus of this me/ Lt Rer
Ww?2 As the son | ooks back ' n v
reali zes that WW2 was a tran reqgi e
just as it was for all of- th npgct
shaking historical event .

Joe McFatter served in the 3 I p 4
Squadron which iIin turn was p h|Bo
in the Mediterranean Theatre MT
| magine the magnitude of the' b3 t hat
as he transi ioned from beini B 2 : t
to becoming the pilot of on e RUSUISZIIEH v fec
t he er2a5 Mihtec-lBebl newbombetrawr |

rancher to officer and c¢ommaEEss ) e C
sponsibility for fulfilling a combat mlI SS1i O a
doing everything in his power to bring his re
1st Lieutenant Joe McFatter faced that <chal en
We often forget that, although going to war Jwa
chall enge. McFatter had seen aircraft in his
knew men who did not get to go home to thei I
He often flew an aircraft,upg haitr Ic.arTh efide OB gw aas
Can Wahts ship with that name was considere a
sions in it. Heaven did wait, and Joe got om
cheated death 70 times, they thought they mgy
training as a pilot, he never flew in an ai p |
I n fact, McFatter al most never even mentiong¢gd
made available by the 57th Bomb Wi ng Associ §ti
McFatter's son describes how his father retgrn
' i ving out of desert ranch. He tried and]fa
but went back to ranching when the chance afgjos
At the end of a hard day's work on the ranch,
own hands and | ook out over the flocks as tRey

hi m.

Dan Setzer

57t h Bomb Wi ng Historian
iThe House obyddyeBwWiclFtatter, Jr (I ndependentljy I
zon. com.
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THE CRASH OF SEATED LADY
On April 25, 1945 in ornfs
fl own by the 446th Bo
craft was |l ost in a s
The ship with #410& 4s dre ettt
tured nose art painte -
iRocdkWw | ano. The nose}| N
up based upon a Var gay} was
not given a name, but oflas
iSeat edduedtyo t he sitt
mod el
We received an inquiry from an amateur his-
torian in Italy asking for additional details
rounding the crash This | ed to a couple off m
First, we were surprised to see how I|little ignf
the ship was part of a formation on a missidgn
zere is | ocated about 26 miles southwest of JVe
The target was hot, and Seated Lady took a dqir
Rol and B.-JaPkbohn
Unknown - CoePi | ot
Robert M. -LaBomhardier
Joseph N.-DaFpobght Engineer
Henry J. NicRabGwnndrl
George W. -DafGuonakle
Here I s what the War Diary of the 446th BS Had
iCapt . Kendal | |l ed the formati on. Shoranj us
W of bridge. Second flight did not bomb Jdu.
of f the rum.aitLerafllackeoai ved direct hitgs de
out, one of these Sgt. Darnielle, was kilfl e
stayed with t-hengé¢aniet amtd &@rfashendly bas¢gq wl
had escaped safedy with minor injuries.
Enzo Lanconelli, the Iltalian hi@&troreinad yedbamstga c
reached for its crash | anding.
We made a search of our archives and were nqt
ords. We could not find a MACR report on tHe |

Continued on ‘zag
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We Corsicans
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‘We will never forget you
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Capu di
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