12" Air Force, 57" Bombardment Wing
310" Bombardment Group
History: October 1942
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Fay my dad,
Calonel Jolin “Jack™ Fitzgerald, U.S. uny (retived)
“Lil Butch”

Jatin T. Fitzgerald, SMSgt, US. tix Favce (vetived)
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12" Air Force, 57" Bombardment Wing
310" Bombardment Group
History: October 1942

The following is a compilation of the 310™ Bomb Group’s Headquarters and individual
Squadron War Diaries. They have been transcribed word for word, from the Squadron
Histories provided by the Air Force Historical Research Agency (AFHRA), Maxwell Air
Force Base Alabama. At the end of each Squadron’s daily entry, the individuals cited in
the entry are identified by full name, rank and duty, in alphabetical order. The day’s
entry begins with the Tactical Operations Statement, from the United States Army Air
Forces (USAAF) Chronology, for the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTQO). The
history also includes mission reports, mission crew rosters, Missing Air Crew Reports
(MACR), personal mission logs, journals, and diaries made available by various sources.

Invitation

Anyone who has documentation pertaining to the 310" Bomb Group or its members, and
would like to have it included in this history, is welcome to participate. Copies of:
photos (official or personal); orders (promotion, decoration, travel, etc.); Mission
Reports; Missing Air Crew Reports; personal diaries, logs, journals, etc; other
documentation; or information that will help identify hi-lited individuals will be greatly
appreciated, as one of my goals is correctly identify every man and plane assigned to the
310" Bomb Group.

My only interest in this project is to honor those who served by perpetuating their story,
and making it available for future generations, particularly the families and friends of
our Great Heroes. If you are interested in helping, or if I may be of assistance in finding
information about your 310" BG Hero, please contact me at: Lil-Butch@nc.rr.com

Contributors

Agostino Alberti: Professor - historian (Soncino, ltaly)
Michele Becchi: aviation history - archaeologist (Reggio Emilia, Italy)

Jack Brellenthin, great nephew of: Harold Ray Brellenthin, 2Lt, pilot, 446" BS
Cecile Burandt, daughter of: Charles Lawson “Chuck"” Burandt, Capt, pilot, 446" BS
Sally Brown, daughter of: Barnard H. Seegmiller, Sgt, armament, 445" BS
Dave Charville, grandson of: Leighton Daniel “Danny" Charville, 1Lt, pilot, 445" BS
Barbara Connolly, daughter of: Edward Charles “Salvo™ Ennis, T/Sgt, radar-radio-
gunner, 447" BS
Ralph “Monguse” Gimenez: Software Architect, IL2-FB Skinner
Bob Haney, son of: Vincent M. Haney, M/Sgt, flight engineer, 341% BG
Ed Haney, cousin of: Gale Monroe Dickson, Capt, pilot, 446" BS


mailto:Lil-Butch@nc.rr.com

Contributors (continued)

John Hughes, son of: John Jerome “Jack” Hughes, 1Lt, bombardier, 446" BS
Patti Johnson: genealogist, proofer, and family friend of: James Raymond Orechia,
T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 446™ BS
Don Kaiser, son of: Quentin C. Kaiser, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 489" BS
John Lanza, nephew of: William A. Lanza, Sgt, gunner, 446" BS
Stephanie Lile, daughter of: Keith B. Lile, S/Sgt, gunner, 445" BS
1% Lt Joseph A. Malec: hombardier, 448" BS and friend of: \Vernon Curtis Dossey, Capt,
pilot, 448" BS
Vince Mango, son of: Vincent A. “Vince” Mango, S/Sgt, aerial gunner, 447" BS
John J. McCarthy: Sgt, engineer-gunner, bombardier, 447" BS
Lorraine McRae, daughter of: James Arrington McRae, 1Lt, bombardier, 446" BS
T/Sgt Rocco F. ““Rocky” Milano & daughter Peggy Chatham: Crew Chief of Peg O" My
Heart, Lil Butch, and Haulin' Ass, 446" BS
Bob Ritger, nephew of: Frederic Charles Ritger, 1Lt, pilot, 446" BS
Irving J. Schaffer: T/Sgt, radio-gunner, photographer, 448" BS
1% Lt Frederick H. Smith: pilot, 447" BS
Marsha Gurnee Suszan, daughter of: Clarence E. "Shine" Gurnee, S/Sgt, gunner, 448"BS
Dominique Taddei: author, U.S.S. Corsica (Corsica)

David Waldrip, nephew of: Robert Laseter Waldrip, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 447" BS
Vinny White, son of: Joseph P. White, T/Sgt, radio-gunner, 381% BS

Crew lists
Aircraft information - serial #, name, etc

P Pilot

CP Co-pilot Sometimes used
N Navigator Bomb/Nav Bombardier-Navigator
B Bombardier BN Bombardier-Navigator
E Engineer-gunner EG Engineer-gunner

R Radio-gunner RG Radio-gunner

G Gunner

F Photographer PH Photographer
CL Cannon Loader (on B-25G) CC Crew Chief

Note for the 381% BS only: The letter in () following the A/C No. represents the position
# of the aircraft in the formation. For example: A/C No. 41-13052 (P) - the P is
position 16.

Al B2 C3 D4 E5 F6 G-7 H8 119 J10 K-11 L-12
M-13 N-14 0O-15 P-16 Q-17 R-18 S-19 T-20° U-21 V-22 W-23 X-24
Y-25 Z-26



Acronyms & Abbreviations

A/C: Aircraft

A/D: Aerodrome

A/F: Air Field, also Anti-Flak

AA or AAA: Anti-Aircraft (Artillery)
abs: absent

AGL: Above Ground Level

ALQO: Allied Liaison Officer

ALW: Alive and Well

AMGOT: Allied Military Government for
Occupied Territories
A.R.C.: American Red Cross

ASN: Army Serial Number (personnel)
Assg: Assigned

ASV: Anti-Surface Vessel (radar)
ATA: Actual Time of Arrival

ATC: Air Transportation Command
ATS: Air Transport Service

Azon: Azimuth only (guided bomb)
BC: Bomber Command

BIC: Bruised in Crash

Bmb: Bombardier

Bn: Battalion

B.R.L.: Ballistic Research Laboratory
BSM: Bomb System Maintenance

CA: Heavy Cruiser

CAVU: Ceiling and Visibility Unlimited
C.B.1.: China-Burma-India Theater
C/D: Coastal Defense

CE: Circular Error

CEP: Circular Error Probable

Chaff (US term): Radar countermeasure:
tiny strips of aluminum, metalized glass
fiber, or plastic. See Window

CL: Cannon Loader

CO: Commanding Officer

CG: Commanding General

CP: Command Post

CQ: Charge of Quarters

C/S: Call Sign

CWS: Chemical Warfare Service

D/H: Direct Hit

M/G: Machine Gun

MIA: Missing In Action

M/T: Motor Transport (Truck)

MTB: Motor Torpedo Boat

M/V: Military Vessel

M/Y: Marshalling Yards

MC: Maintenance Crew

NARA: National Archives and Records
Administration

NASAF: Northwest African Strategic Air
Force

NATOUSA: North Atlantic Theater of
Operations USA

Nav: Navigator

N.B.S.: National Bureau of Standards
NC: Nurse Corps.

NCO: Non-Commissioned Officer
Nickels: propaganda Leaflets

(NMI): No Middle Initial

NOK: Next Of Kin

NRO: National Reconnaissance Office
OAF: Occupation Air Forces

OD: Officer of the day, also Olive Drab
OLC: Oak Leaf Cluster

OTU: Operational Training Unit
PAX: Passengers

PDI: Pilot Direction Indicator

POE: Point of Embarkation

POW: Prisoner of War

PRO-Kit: Individual Chemical
Prophylactic packet

PWB: Psychological Warfare Branch
PX: Post Exchange

QBB: Base of cloud

QDM: Course to steer

QM: Quarter Master

R/B: Road Bridge

RC: Red Cross

R/J: Road Junction

R/Y: Railroad Yards

Repl: Replacement

RMC: Returned to Military Control



DD: Destroyer

DED: Declared Dead - no body or remains
found

Demo: Demolition

DL: Dead List

DNB: Died Non-Battle / Died Not-Battle
DOW: Died Of Wounds.

DOWRIA: Died of Wounds Received in
Action

DS: Detached Service

E/A: Enemy Aircraft

E/F: Enemy Fighter

EM or E/M: Enlisted Men

ETA: Estimated Time of Arrival

ETIR: Estimated Time In Route

EUS: Evacuated to the United States
E/V: Enemy Vessel

F Boat: Flying Boat

F/L: Formation Leader - also Flight Leader
FO or F/O: Flying Officer

FOD: Finding Of Death

Frag: Fragmentation

F.S.: Flight Section

GLO: Ground Liaison Officer (UK)

GO: General Order

GP: General Purpose/Gun Position

GTC: General Time Convention (railroad)
HE: High Explosive

IAS: Indicated Air Speed

| & E: Information & Education

(i. 0.): Initials Only (initial is the name)
IP: Initial Point

KNB: Killed Not Battle

KIA: Killed In Action

LC: Landing Craft

L/G: Landing Ground
Lox: Liquid Oxygen

L/S: Landing Strip

L/V: Large Vehicle
LST: Landing Ship Tank

Ltr: Letter

RON: Remain OverNight
RR/B: Railroad Bridge

RR/J: Railroad Junction
RR: Railroad

RTD: Returned To Duty
R/V: Rendezvous

SAP: Semi-Armor Piercing

SD: Special Duty

S/E: Single Engine (plane)

S.E.: Special Equipment (Shoran)

S/F: Siebel Ferry

sk: sick

S/M: Submarine

SO: Special Order

SOI: Standard Operating Instructions?
Sqg: Squadron

Sgdn: Squadron

SWA: Seriously Wounded in Action
T/A: Target Area

T/C: Troop Concentration

T/E: Twin Engine (plane)

TAC: Theater Allied Command

TBF: Tactical Bomber Force

TD: Temporary Duty

TDY: Temporary Duty

TLC: Tactical Landing Craft

TO: Take-Off (time), also Technical
Order, and Transportation Officer

T/O: Table of Organization

TOT: Time Over Target/Time On Target
Trfd: Transferred

TWX: Teletypewriter Message

u/i: Unidentified, also unit of issue
UNRRA: United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration

Very Pistol or Verey Pistol: Flare gun
VOCO: Verbal Order of the Commanding
Officer

W.O.: Warrant Officer

WIA: Wounded In Action

Window (British term): Radar
countermeasure: tiny strips of aluminum,
metalized glass fiber, or plastic. See Chaff
WP: White Phosphorus (bombs)



LWA: Lightly Wounded in Action WT, W/T: Watch Tower
MACR: Missing Air Crew Report XC: Cross Country
MATS: Military Air Transport Service ZI1: Zone of Interior (U.S.A))



Thursday, 1 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s bomb shipping in

Pylos Bay, Greece, claiming 2 direct hits and several near misses on a large vessel; other

B-24s dispatched to bomb a convoy at sea fail to find the target.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Friday, 2 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): No Entry

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry
379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Saturday, 3 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s attack shipping in

Pylos Bay, Greece during the night of 3/4 Oct; they claim 2 fighters shot down.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Sunday, 4 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): No Entry

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry
379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Monday, 5 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): No Entry

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry
379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Tuesday, 6 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF):

In Libya, B-24s hit Bengasi harbor, scoring a large number or near
misses but no direct hits; 1 B-24 bombs Bardia during the return flight; AA is heavy and
accurate and fighters attack 6 B-24s over target; 2 B-24s are lost.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry
379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Wednesday, 7 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s score 7 direct hits on

a tanker and 8 on fuel installations at Suda Bay, Crete. 66 P-40s escort bombers over the

battle area W of El Alamein, Egypt.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Thursday, 8 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s fail to reach the

target at Bengasi, Libya because of bad weather. The Hal Bombardment Squadron

manages to attack shipping at Bengasi.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Friday, 9 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s strike shipping and

harbor facilities at Bengasi, Libya; P-40s fly escort and strafe a landing ground W of El

Daba, Egypt and emplacements in the battle area W of El Alamein, Egypt.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Saturday, 10 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s bomb shipping and

the dock area at Bengasi, Libya, while B-25s hit landing grounds.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Sunday, 11 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s attack a convoy in
the Mediterranean Sea, hitting 1 vessel and claiming 1 fighter shot down.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Reports: (according to the cover, 3 crews from
the 428" were interrogated and 3 reports submitted. However 1 is missing from the files)

310" BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
GROUP S2 OFFICE
11 October 1942
Hardwick
SUBJECT: Training Flight.

TO : Second Bombardment Wing.

a. B-25-C, No 113080, Pilot: Lt Milius. 200 rounds 50 cal ammunition, 100
rounds 45 cal ammunition. Time off: 1408, Landed: 1545.
b. Nothing.
c. 1% leg: Base to Cambridge, Turning time: 1424%, Running time: 16%
minutes, 249° true, 1500’
2" leg: Cambridge to Lincoln, Turning time: 1452, Running time: 27%
minutes, 337° true, 1600°.
3" leg: Lincoln to Huntingdon, Turning time: 1510, Running time: 18
minutes, 166° true, 1700°.
4™ leg: Huntingdon to Kings Lynn, Turning time: 1523, Running time 13
minutes, 40° true, 1500°.
5t leg: Kings Lynn to Base, Turning time: 1534, Running Time: 11
minutes, 116° true, 1500°.
d. Weather:
Lincoln to Huntingdon, visibility 8 miles. Otherwise 9 to 14 miles.
Cloud base 2500-3500 feet 6/10ths coverage.
e. NoAA.
f. No Balloons.
g. First Leg: 2 miles Masters, 1200°, 1425 hours, 90° True.
Second Leg: 1 B-17-E, 15007, 1435 hours, 155° True, 7 Miles Masters,
1800°, 1445 hours, varied courses, 1 Halifax, 2000°, 270° True.
Third Leg: 1 Wellington, 12007, 1505 hours, 230° True.
Fourth Leg: 3 A20’s 800’, 1530 hours, 270.
h. Plane operated OK.
i. Landmarks: Forest at Thetford, 1415 hours, 1500, 249° True.
Canal and Railroad running through Lincoln, 1457 hours, 1600” 337° True.



Sunday, 11 October 1942 (continued)

310" BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
GROUP S2 OFFICE
11 October 1942
Hardwick

SUBJECT: Training Flight.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing.

a. B-25-C, No 113094, Lt Holley Pilot. 500 rounds 50 cal ammunition. Time
off: 1415, Set course: 1425 Time landed: 1605.

b. None observed.

¢. Route followed: Base to Cambridge to Lincoln to Huntingdon to Kings
Lynn to Base.

Base to Cambridge 249° true. Turning point time: 1434. Altitude: 1200’

Cambridge to Lincoln, 337° true. Turning point time: 1501. Altitude: 1200°.

Lincoln to Huntingdon, 160° true. Turning point time: 1519. Altitude: 1200°.

Huntingdon to Kings Lynn, 40° true. Turning point time: 1531. Altitude:
1200°.

Kings Lynn to Base, 116° true. Turning point time: 1543%. Altitude: 1200°.

d. Weather as given by weatherman: 3000’ to 3500° Cloud base
2000’ to 2500’ Last leg
3/10 Coverage Route
e. No A.A. observed.
f. No balloons.
g. 1®leg: 1 Lancaster, 2 Wellingtons, 2500°, 1435 hours, heading
approximately 160°.

2" leg: 2 Wellingtons, 2000°, 1450 hours, heading 20°, 1 B-25, 1200’, 1500
hours, heading 337°, 2 A20s, 1500°, 1440 hours, heading 158°.

3 leg: 1 Wellington, 2500°, 1512 hours, heading 346°, 3 Miles Masters in
formation, 1400, 1517 hours, heading 346°, 1 Short Stirling, 3000°, 1517 hours, heading
5e.

4™ leg: 3 A20s, 700°, 1534 hours, heading 210°, 2 Spitfires, 15007, 1537
hours, variable course, 3 Lockheeds formation, 1200’, 1537 hours, heading 130°.

5" leg: 1 Mitchell, 1700°, 1544 hours heading 156° to 336°.

h. No technical failures.
i. Canals near Peterborough, 1543 hours, 1200, 337°.

Railroad intersection at Stanford, 1500 hours, 1200°, 337°.

Railroad intersection at Peterborough, 1521 hours, 1200°, 166°.

Canal into Kings Lynn, 1538 hours, 1200’ 40°.



Sunday, 11 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry
428" BS War Diary: No Entry
428™ BS Mission Summary: Training Flights
A/C No. 41-13080 crew not identified A/C No. 41-13094 “SEA SWEEP”
crew not identified

P Milius, Morris O., 2Lt Holley, James T., 1Lt
CP

TOIOXMW®Z

AJ/C No. aircraft & crew unknown -
interrogation report missing from file

mMEeIMwzQ o



Monday, 12 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): Bomber Command
USAMEAF is organized at Cairo, Egypt with Colonel Patrick W Timberlake as
Commanding Officer; this step comes about as part of a move to preserve the Lieutenant
General Henry H "Hap" Arnold-Air Chief Marshall Sir Charles F Portal-Admiral John H
Towers, USN, agreement that US combat units in theaters of British strategic
responsibility are to be organized in homogeneous "American formations” and under
strategic control only™ of a British Commander-in-Chief. B-17s hit shipping at Tobruk,
Libya harbor.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry
379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Tuesday, 13 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): P-40s fly a fighter sweep,

patrol, and interception missions W of EI Alamein, Egypt; fighters claim 2 Bf 109s

destroyed and 1 damaged.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Wednesday, 14 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-17s hit shipping at

Tobruk, Libya, scoring 2 direct hits on a large vessel and demolishing a smaller ship

moored alongside; P-40s fly patrols, reconnaissance and interception missions between

El Alamein and Burg el Arab, Egypt.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Thursday, 15 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): The 82" Bombardment

Squadron (Medium), 12" Bombardment Group (Medium), moves from Deversoir to

Landing Ground 88, Egypt with B-25s.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

380" BS War Diary: No Entry

381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Friday, 16 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF):
In Libya, B-24s bomb shipping in Bengasi harbor; B-17s and B-24s
dispatched to attack Tobruk and Bengasi are forced to abort by bad weather.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Reports: (according to the cover, 4 crews from
the 428" were interrogated and 4 reports submitted. However 1 is missing from the files)
HEADQUARTERS
310" BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)

S-2 SECTION
A.P.O. 634

16 October 1942
SUBJECT: Training Flight.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing.

INTERROGATION FORM

A/c Number 113048 Alc Type B-25 Pilot Lt Middleton
1. Time of Take-off: 10:15

2. Routes: Hardwick - Kings Lynn - Banbury - Nottingham - Just missed
Horncastle via Boston - North of Hitchin 5 miles - return to base.

3. Enemy A/c sighted: None.

4. Formations of Friendly A/c sighted: 4 Spitfires at 10:25 over Misbach @
2000. 1 Hurricane at 10:15 between Kings Lynn & Banbury @ 2000. 2 gliders being
towed near Banbury, course 270, alt. 2000, 11:00 hrs.

5. Defenses Observed: Searchlights 5 mi. W. of base - Flak ships visible from
5000 ft over Boston (near Wash). Balloons on ground at Coventry.

6. Weather Conditions: Extreme wind from 270° @ 45 mph over entire course.
Visibility fair on first two legs - very poor beyond Nottingham. Intermittent showers
around Nottingham.



Friday, 16 October 1942 (continued)

7. Technical Failures: None. Interphone only fair.

8. Camouflage: Number of camouflaged airports.

9. Miscellaneous: Difficulty in identifying landmarks from maps.
Interrogated by:

Kent Sagendorph
Captain, Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310" BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.O. 634
16 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing.

INTERROGATION FORM

A/c Number 66 Alc Type B-25 Pilot Lt Thompson
1. Time of Take-off: 10:10

2. Routes: Hardwick - Kings Lynn - Banbury - Nottingham - Horncastle -
Hitchin - base.

3. Enemy A/c sighted: None.

4. Formations of Friendly A/c sighted: None - 2 gliders being towed south of
Nottingham, alt 1800, 1050 hrs approx.

5. Defenses Observed: None. No balloons visible at Coventry.
6. Weather Conditions: 80 mile cross wind at 1500-2500 ft. on entire course.

Intermittent showers at Kings Lynn. Cross wind blew A/c off course. Drift est. about
15°-20°.



Friday, 16 October 1942 (continued)

7. Technical Failures: None. Interphone O.K.
8. Camouflage: Number of camouflaged airports.

9. Miscellaneous: Large number of single aircraft. Difficulty in reading
English maps.

Interrogated by:
Kent Sagendorph
Captain, Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310" BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.O. 634
16 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing.

INTERROGATION FORM

A/c Number 4113041 Alc Type B-25 Pilot S. J. Brennan

1. Time of Take-off: 10:15 hrs.

2. Routes: As ordered.

3. Enemy A/c sighted: None.

4. Formations of Friendly A/c sighted: Three formations of ships. 1 ship & 1
glider. One at T1100 One at 1200. 1% glider T. 1150 H. 1600 P.S. of Cardington. 2"
glider T. 1210 H. 1600 P. Duxford.

5. Defenses Observed: None. Barrage balloons - about 500 ft. 5 mi. S.W. of
Cardington. No squeakers. Anti-aircraft & searchlights at 2 mi. S.W. of Peterborough,

and around factory. Balloon barrage at Coventry.

6. Weather Conditions: Ceiling 2500, showers down to 1000 ft. about 8/10
clouds all over.



Friday, 16 October 1942 (continued)
7. Technical Failures: Drift meter out of order.
8. Camouflage:

9. Miscellaneous: Concentration of trucks (large number) near Rugby.
Numerous airdromes and various aircraft.

Interrogated by:

Samuel A. Wilson
1*' Lt., Air Corps.

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry
428" BS War Diary: No Entry
428" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights
AJ/C No. 41-13048 crew not identified AJ/C No. 41-13066 crew not identified

P Middleton, Laula M., 2Lt Thompson, Charles A. “Twitch”, 2Lt
CP

TOIOXMW®Z

A/C No. 41-13041 “MICKEY” crew
not identified
P Brennan, Samuel J., Jr., 2Lt
CP

TOIOXMW®Z



Saturday, 17 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): No Entry

HQ 310" BG War Diary: No Entry
379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Sunday, 18 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): The 81% and 83"
Bombardment Squadrons (Medium), 12" Bombardment Group (Medium), move from
Deversoir and Ismailia respectively to Landing Ground 88, Egypt with B-25s.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

NCH HDK NR HDK 4/18 SECRET NOT WT
PASS TO

TO: 2ND B WING A-2

FROM: 310TH B GP S-2

310BG00735D
REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE
PERIOD COVERED: 2000 17 OCTOBER 1942 TO 2000 18 OCTOBER 1942

1. TRAINING FLIGHTS.
A. LOCAL TRANSITION AND FORMATION
1. 379TH AND 428TH.
2. FIFTEEN (15).
3. NONE.
B. BRIEFING
1. COMMANDING OFFICERS AND SIGNAL OFFICER,
C. INTERROGATIONS: NONE.
D. SUMMARY FLIGHTS: NONE.

2. LECTURES: NONE.

3. GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF INTELLIGENCE SECTIONS.

A. PREPARATION OF GEN FOR BRIEFING OF COMBAT CREWS FOR
CROSS COUNTRY TRAINING FLIGHTS SCHEDULED FOR TOMORROW.

B. LIASON WITH OPERATIONS ON SCHEDULING TRAINING
LECTURES.

C. STUDY OF NOTES SUBMITTED BY PILOTS AND GUNNERS OF
COMBAT CREWS ENGAGED IN TACTICAL MANEUVERS WITH SPITFIRES
WHICH TOOK PLACE ON 17 OCTOBER 1942.

D. CENSORING OF UNIT MAIL.

4. STAFF MEETING OF GROUP AND SQUADRON S-2 OFFICERS.



Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

A. GENERAL DISCUSSION AS TO CO-OPERATION BETWEEN ALL
UNITS OF THIS COMMAND.

J.R.ROBINSON (VA+)
HDK R==2041=JHG VA+

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Reports:

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
18 October 1942
SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF CREWS
CROSS COUNTRY FLIGHT
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. TYPE OF A/C: B 25C
A/C NO : 13072 MISSION : X Country
TAKE-OFF : 10:00 LANDED : 11:50
CAPTAIN : Hamilton
ROUTE FOLLOWED: (PTHD) TIME HEIGHT DIRECTION
BASE TO:
1. Kings Lynn (E 0° 24, N 52° 45”) 10:16 1300’ 233°
2. March 10:22  1300° 355°
3. Theddlethorpe Q.D. M. 10:45 1300’ 232°
4. Lincoln 11:12  1300° 168°
5. Saffron Walden Q.D. M 11:35 1400’ 80°
6. Watersham 12:05 1300’ 32°
7. Base 12220 - meeees

VISIBILITY AND WEATHER:

1. At Kings Lynn - ceiling 1400°, visibility 4 miles.

2. At Lincoln - haze and smoke, cloud deck at 2000’, visibility poor, 2 miles.
3. At Cambridge - ceiling 2000’, visibility 8 miles.




Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

OBSERVATIONS:

1. For immediate action - negative report. “Merchant Ship” in canal at Kings Lynn (E 0°
25" N 52° 44°) at 10:16, 1300" S.W.

2. AA. - none.

3. Airdromes - “very numerous”. Airport 1 mile left of compass course 10°, 1250°, 10:43
hours. Over large airport compass course 240°, 1300’, 11:04 hours, “a Spitfire looked us
over”. 2 miles left of course at 11:21 hours, 1400’ observed new airport. No planes seen.
Airport seen at 11:26 hours at 1500° compass course 190°. Observed 2 engine single tail
bombers and 1 multicolored P-38 on ground

4. Balloons: none.

5. Landmarks: Factory with two large chimneys and railroad on either side with freight
cars observed “between Lincoln and Cambridge” at 11:15 Hours, 1200’, direction 170°.
Freight yards observed 1 mile S.W. of Kings Lynn. Large lumber yard observed 9 miles
beyond freight yard on same course. Large stone railroad tressel observed at 11:39 hours
at 1500’ 90° compass course.

6. A/C: 10:09, Plane (Pursuit) 1500” 2 miles left at 90° compass course. 10:07, 3 planes
in formation 21000°, 2 miles left of 90° compass course. 10:32, pursuit plane crossed
course at 1200°. 10:59, 2 engine bomber seen at 1200°, 1 mile left of course. 11:08,
pursuit in distance at 5007, 250°. 11:09, biplane at 1100°, 250°. 11:36, biplane at 1000’,
96°.

TECHNICAL OPERATIONS:
No statement.

Interrogating Officer:
R. A. NOCK,
1% Lt., Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
18 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.

REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF CREWS
CROSS COUNTRY FLIGHT

SQUADRON: 379" B.S. TYPE OF A/C: B 25C
A/C NO 13051 MISSION : X Country



Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

TAKE-OFF : 10:05 LANDED  : 13:30

CAPTAIN : Bishop

ROUTE FOLLOWED: (PTHD) TIME HEIGHT DIRECTION
BASE TO:

1. Kings Lynn (E 0° 24°, N 52° 45”) 10:30 1000’ 240°
2. 10 Mi W of Huntingdon (E 0° 127, N 51° 23’) 10:45 1000’ 345°
3. Doncaster (W 1° 10°, N 53° 387) 11:14 1200’ 180°
4. LANDED: Tollerton Airport (nr Nottingham) 11:25 ~ ------ -
5. TAKE-OFF: 12:50  ------ 148°
6. Cambridge (E 0° 8°, N 52° 127) 13:12 1000’ 78°
7. Base 13:30 - -

VISIBILITY AND WEATHER:

1. 10 miles from Huntingdon - visibility 10 miles, ceiling 1100” above which were
broken clouds.

2. At Doncaster - visibility 2 % miles, ceiling 1000, broken clouds.

3. Cambridge - visibility 7 miles, ceiling 1200°.

OBSERVATIONS:
1. For immediate action - negative report.
2. A.A. None.
3. Airdromes: (Sighted roughly 25). Sighted airdrome off port side at 10:21 (no
longitude or latitude). Sighted Marham airdrome from 1000 at 10:25, at which were
Wellingtons and Mosquitos. Sighted airdrome (Blenheim) from 1000 at 10:40. Sighted
airdrome (B-24’s from 1000’ at 10:42. Sighted airdrome from 1100 at 10:54. Circled
unidentified airdrome (Stirlings) at 11:10. Sighted fighter airdrome from 1200’ at 11:11.
Landed at Tollerton Airdrome at 11:25. Sighted Harleston Airdrome from 1400’ at
13:20. Sighted airdrome from 1300’ at 13:22.
4. Balloons - none observed.
5. Landmarks - canal at Kings Lynn. Big ridge (Bluff) at Sibson W 0° 21’, N 52° 38’ at
10:58 from 900’ while going in direction of 345°. Sighted 2 large and several small “oil”
tanks and cricket green in center of Cambridge.

Miscellaneous - 2 tenders sighted in canal at Kings Lynn.
6. A/C:

Unidentified aircraft 10:18, 1200’, starboard side.

4 Miles Masters 10:20, 800’, portside.

3 Spitfires 10:33, 1500’, 270°.

B-17E 10:45, 1200’, 1500 yds 90° to port.

Stirling 10:50, 1300, 260° 1000 yds to port.
Hampden 10:58, 900, 180° 200 yds to starboard.

3 Miles Masters 13:02, 1100° over Peterborough.

2 Hurricanes 13:16, 500°, 250° 800 yds to starboard.

S@ o a0 o



Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

TECHNICAL OPERATIONS:
Interphone system went out once. Jammed and grease on the antenna.

Interrogating Officer:
R. A. NOCK,
1% Lt., Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
18 October 1942
SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF CREWS
CROSS COUNTRY FLIGHT
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. TYPE OF A/C: B 25C
A/C NO : 13054 MISSION : X Country
TAKE-OFF : 10:10 LANDED : 11:50
CAPTAIN : Smith
ROUTE FOLLOWED: (PTHD) TIME HEIGHT DIRECTION
BASE TO:
1. Kings Lynn (E 0° 24°, N 52° 45”) 10:30 1000 233°
2. Huntingdon (W 0° 12, N 52° 20°) 10:52 1000 355°
3. Lincoln (W 0° 327, N53° 14" 11:11 1000 168°
4. Cambridge (E 0°8°, N52°12’) 11:35 1000 80°
5. Base 11:50 - e

VISIBILITY AND WEATHER:
1. At Kings Lynn - visibility 6-9 miles; ceiling 1500° above which were broken clouds.
2. At Lincoln - visibility 3-7 miles; ceiling 1500’ - broken clouds.

OBSERVATIONS:

1. For immediate action - negative report.

2. A.A. None.

3. Airdromes: Sighted Beaufighter field at E 0° 32” - N 52° 50” at 10:29, 1000’,
direction 303°. Sighted Digby Airdrome (No PTH or D given by navigator) Stirlings
observed. Sighted Warbois Airdrome no longitude or latitude given but observed at
1000°, at 10:40 hours, direction 233°.




Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

4. Balloons: None Observed.

5. Landmarks: Loop in river at Huntingdon, Cathedrals at Lincoln and Cambridge.
Large brick kilns at Peterborough, white arrow on ground at 0° 14 W - 52° 22" N at
11:48, 1000. Canal at Kings Lynn leading into wash. Radio Station (Digby) 53° 5’ N, 0°
27" W at 11:07, 1000°.

6. A/C: B-24 at 10:43, 1500°, 52° 20’ N, 0° 0° E.S.W. Beaufighters at 10:47, 1000’, 52°
10 N 0° 10* W NE. Blenheim at 11:05, 15007, 53° 0” N, 0° 20 W S. 2 Engine Bomber,
single tail assembly at 11:14, 1300°, 53° 10" N, 0° 30 W NE. Wellington at 11:16,
13007, 53° 0’ N, 0° 20* W N. Miles Master at 11:24, 500’, 52° 40° N, 0° 0’ NW. Spitfire
at 11:37,50’,0° 10’ E, 52° 13 W S.

TECHNICAL OPERATIONS:
Everything O.K. but air crowded, could get no Q.D.M.

Interrogating Officer:
F. E. GOECKEL,
2" L t., Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
18 October 1942
SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF CREWS
CROSS COUNTRY FLIGHT
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. TYPE OF A/C: B 25C
A/C NO 13101 MISSION : X Country
TAKE-OFF : 10:15 LANDED  : 11:38
CAPTAIN : Alired
ROUTE FOLLOWED: (PTHD) TIME HEIGHT DIRECTION
BASE TO:
1. Kings Lynn (E 0° 25°, N 52° 44°) 10:31 1200 240°
2. Huntingdon (W 0° 12, N 52° 19°) 10:42 1000 335°
3. Lincoln (W 0°30°, N53°127) 10:50 1000 175°
4. Cambridge (E 0°8’, N 52°12°) 11:17 1000 78°
5. Base 11:38 - e



Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

VISIBILITY AND WEATHER:

1. Kings Lynn - 3 mile visibility; 2500’ ceiling.

2. At Lincoln - scattered clouds, ceiling 1500’ to 2000’; visibility 8 miles.
3. At Cambridge - scattered clouds, ceiling 1500°, visibility 8 miles.

OBSERVATIONS:
1. For immediate action - none.
2. A.A.: None.
3. Airdromes: “Very numerous”. B-17 base 40 miles south of Lincoln. 11:09 hours,
175°, 1000°.
4. Balloons: None, “visibility very poor”.
5. Landmarks:
a. Railhead (very large) at March observed at 10:37, 1200°, 245°.
b. Bombing Target Range 24 miles from Cambridge at 11:25 hours on route
78°,1000°.
c. Large factory 10 miles N. of Cambridge at 1000’, 175° at 11:15 hours.

MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS:

1. 4 trains headed N. 12 miles N.W. of Base at 10:19 hours traveling 35-40 m/hr
altitude1000’, 303°. 6 or 7 cars in each train.

2. At 10:50 1 train with 10 cars observed 18 miles S. of Lincoln. Speed about 35 m/hr,
altitude 1000, direction 330°.

6. A/IC

a. Low wing monoplane (pursuit) at 10:26, 1200°, 33 miles from base headed
in same direction at a distance of 1000 yds; turned away to the S.E.

b. 2 more a/c unidentified astern at 2000 yds, 1200* at 10:29 hours 42 miles
from base. At 10:40 Blenheim sighted off Port Quarter heading north 6 miles out from
Huntingdon, passed over us at 100°.

c. Spitfire observed at 11:10 with markings “BM 238 OUC” 40 miles S. of
Lincoln, Altitude 1000°.

d. 1 Whitley seen at 11:28 hours at 1200” 33 miles from Cambridge 78°,
headed 180° opposite to our course.

e. 3 Spitfires seen at 10:25 hours 30 miles from base, astern at 1500°.

TECHNICAL OPERATIONS:
Air jammed. Hard to make contact.

Interrogating Officer:
1% Lt. R.A. Nock, AC



Sunday, 18 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
379" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights

A/C No. 41-13072 crew not identified A/C No. 41-13051 crew not identified

P Hamilton, Robert M. ““Ham”, 2Lt Bishop, James W., 2Lt
CP

N

B

E

R

G

F

A/C No. 41-13054 “REBEL A/C No. 41-13101 crew not identified
ROWSER” crew not identified

P  Smith, Charles W., 2Lt Allred, Alfred N., 2Lt
CP

N

B

E

R

G

F

380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Monday, 19 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): The air offensive
preliminary to the British Eighth Army ground attack W of EI Alamein, Egypt begins as
B-25s hit a landing ground and B-24s score a direct hit on vessel at Tobruk, Libya.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR HDH 18/19 SECRET IMPORT T NOTWT

PASS TO U.S. OPS

TO 2 ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION

FROM 310 TH BOMB GROUP (M) S-2 SECTION

310BGO0750 19/10 ONE ENEMY AIRCRAFT PRESUMABLY IDENTIFIED AS A
J.U.88 ATTACKED THIS STATION AT 1131. WAS SIGHTED CIRCLING THE
AIRDROME TO THE SOUTH. AIRCRAFT CLEARED TREES AT WEST
PERIMETER OF FIELD AT APPROXIMATELY 100 FEET DROPPED TO 40 FEET
AND RELEASED FIRST BOMB WHICH HIT CORNER OF WEST TAXI STRIP.
CONTINUED TO DROP STILL LOWER AND RELEASED SECOND AND THIRD
BOMBS AT APPROXIMATELY 30 FEET WHICH HIT BETWEEN HARD-STAND
AND N.S. RUNWAY. ONE OF WHICH DID NOT EXPLODE. ENEMY A/C WAS
FIRED ON AFTER RELEASING THIRD BOMB BY THE SOUTH GUN-POST.
FORTY THREE ROUNDS WERE FIRED AND HITS WERE CLAIMED ON THE
ENEMY A/C. OPENING FIRE CAUSED ENEMY A/C TO CHANGE COURSE TO
APPROXIMATELY DUE EAST RELEASEED TWO MORE MOBS BETWEEN EAST
HANGER AND CREW ROOMS. A/C MACHING-GUNNED AT THE SAME TIME
OF RELEASING BOMBS AT BOTH POOINTS. PROJECTILE FIRED FROM
ENEMY GUNS WERE OF SOFT METAL, HOLLOW POINT TYPE. RESULTS OF
BOMBING CONSISTS OF COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF TWO SMALL
BUILDINGS, DAMAGE TO ONE HANGER AND TWO OTHER SMALL
BUILDINGS. MACHINE GUN HOLES TRACKED THROUGH SEVERAL OTHER
BUILDINGS. ONE OF OUR AIRCRAFT DAMAGED BY MACHINE GUN FIRE.
ONE CIVILIAN LABOURER RECEIVED MINOR INJURY IN LEG DUE TO STRAY
FRAGMENTATION. NO INJURIES OR CASUALTIES TO ANY MILITARY
PERSONNEL. NO UNUSUAL MARKING ON ENEMY A/C COLOR BEING A
VERY DARK GREEN, ALMOST A BLACK WITH THE USUAL MARKING ON
FUSELAGE -- CAPT. G.C. LOCK===2050

C INSERT IN PASSING INSTS. FOR ATTENTION OF CAPT FEARING
HOLD+

RPAK+ R 2211. JS B.



Monday, 19 October 1942

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: No Entry



Tuesday, 20 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): Air action is intensified
with the aim of attaining strong air superiority preceding General Bernard L
Montgomery's EI Alamein, Egypt offensive;

in Libya, B-17s and B-24s sent to attack shipping at Tobruk fail to
locate the target due to bad weather and poor visibility; 3 of the B-17s bomb a coastal
road near Bardia during the return trip; B-25s, in conjunction with the Royal Air Force
(RAF), attack landing grounds.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

NCHX HDK NR HDK NR7/20 IMPORTANT SECRET NOT WT
XPASS TO

TO: 2 ND B. WING A-2

FROM: 310 TH B. GP. S-2

REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAION GORDON C. LOCKE X.
PERIOD COVERED: 2000 HOURS 19/10/42 TO 2000 HOURS 20/10/42 X.

1. TRAINING FLIGHTS.
A. TWO (2) CROSS-COUNTRY AND ONE (1) LOCAL FLIGHT

1. 379TH AND 428TH

2. FIVE (5)

3. TWO (2)

B. BRIEFING.
1. COMMANDING OFFICER “MET” OFFICER, SIGNALS OFFICER
AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS.
C. INTERROGATIONS.
1. 1STLT. R.A. NOCK
D. SUMMARY OF FLIGHTS.

ONE (1) CROSS-COUNTRY RETURNED TO BASE WITHOUT
COMPLETING FLIGHT BECAUSE OF BAD WEATHER. ONE (1) CROSS-
COUNTRY GROUNDED AT HINTON ON THE HEDGES BECAUSE OF BAD
WEATHER.

2. LECTURES: NONE
3. GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF INTELLIGENCE SECTION. BRIEFED CREWS.

CENSORED MAIL AND INTERROGATED CREW. CAPTAIN SAGENDORPH OF
THE 428TH VISITED AIR MINISTRY OBSERVER CORPS STATIONS.



Tuesday, 20 October 1942 (continued)

4. NONE. T O O: 2015
AUTHORIZING OFFICER: GORDON C. LOCKE.

HOLD
J.R.ROBINSON (B)
HDK R 25XX 2032 CLP K+

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Report:

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
20 October 1942
SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. LETTER: 3054
CAPTAIN:  Smith LANDED: 0345 hours
A/C TYPE: B-25C
TAKE-OFF: 1010 hours
Ammunition or Bombs: 100 rds, 50 cal.
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes Used? No
1. Immediate news to be phoned? No
2. ROUTE: COURSE DISTANCE ETIR ETA  ATA
To Hitchin 252° 76 25  10:39 10:39
Horncastle 14° 86 28 11:07 11:06
Nottingham 258° 46 15 11:21 11:21

TURNED:
4 miles S of Rugby at 11:42, 67°, 400°. Landed at Wittering at 12:15. Took off
at 1:10 course 105° for home base.
a. How identified turning points? Turning point 4 miles south of Rugby was
estimated as being Banbury.

3. Results of practice bombing? None.

4. Results of Gunnery practice? None.



Tuesday, 20 October 1942 (continued)

5. Weather? Ceiling 400-500 feet to Hitchin improved with visibility from 5 to 8 miles
until reached Nottingham, very poor over Nottingham. Visibility about 2 miles with
ceiling around 200 ft at turning point south of Rugby. Visibility poor at Wittering.
Raining in spots. Visibility at base about two miles.

6. Observations:

Trains: 1 train going north observed at 10:35 from 1000 ft. Position N 52° 20°,
E 0° 40°. 1 train going West observed at 10:39 from 1000 ft. position N° 52 10°, E 0°
20,

Balloons: 1 Nomad seen about six miles North of Kettering at 12:00, heading
67°, 400 ft.

Landmarks: One (1) Brick factory at 10:35 hours observed at 1000 ft direction 240°,
position N 52° 5°, E 0° 20°. Train yard at Nottingham at SE corner, 11:21 at 300 ft as
“we turned South”. River (winding) also observed at Nottingham. Radio Tower seen at
N 52° 38°, W 0° 30’ coming into Wittering. White circle seen at 11:15 N 53° 05’, E 0°
30°.

Airdrome: Seen at Crowland “some” planes, unidentified as to number and type; seen at
200 ft at 1:20.

Aircraft:

1. Three (3) Spitfires seen just North of Kettering at 12:00 at 400 ft.

2. One (1) Lancaster seen at 10:44 near Hitchin flying 1000 ft going South.

3. Observed in vicinity of St. Neots: Two (2) Lancasters “flying in circles” apparently
getting ready to land. One (1) Spitfire going South. Two (2) Beaufighters, three (3)
planes in formation, unidentified but headed West. Time observed 10:47 flying at 600 ft.
Near Bigby, three (3) planes in formation (P-51’s ?) going South at 1000 ft, time 11:13.
Two (2) minutes West of Cambridge, several Primary Trainers - Tiger Moths seven (7)
seen at 900 ft, 10:30 hrs. Stirling and A-20 seen at 11:00 hrs at 800 ft. A-20 was going
270°, Stirling heading S.E. Wellington seen at Longborough at 1000 ft flying in circles at
11:25. Wellington seen over Rugby at 11:43 at 300 ft going N.W.

7. Technical operations of A/C:
Plane developed a Hydraulic leak.

8. W/T: One (1) Q.D.M. obtain to Kings Lynn 072°. Could not get other Q.D.M.’s No
“jamming”. Wonder if enemy planes were in the vicinity.

Interrogating Officer:
RUPERT A. NOCK,
1% Lt., Air Corps.



Tuesday, 20 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
379" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights

A/C No. 41-13054 “REBEL
ROWSER” crew not identified
P  Smith, Charles W., 2Lt
CP

TOIOXMW®Z

380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry
428™ BS War Diary: Day spent in cleaning rifles. Teeth checked and shots were given.

Impregnated clothing issued. Awakened at 0215 hours for shortage check-up. “B” bags
ordered packed and ready for shipment by 0700 hours tomorrow.



Wednesday, 21 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s dispatched against
shipping at Bengasi, Libya fail to locate target because of bad weather; during the return
flight, several B-24s bomb tent areas along the coast and also hit landing grounds; B-25s,
cooperating with the RAF, bomb landing ground and tent area.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:
INTELLIGENCE SECTION DAILY REPORT
(This report will be sent by Teleprinter to the Intelligence Duty
Room, Headquarters 2" Bomb Wing, by 1300 Hours DAILY.

In transmittal reference need only be made to paragraph numbers)

GROUP 310 STATION Hardwick FROM Capt Locke OFFICER REPORTING
PERIOD COVERED FROM 2000 HOURS 20.10 (Date) TO 2000 HOURS 21.10 (Date)

1. TRAINING FLIGHTS:
A. TYPE OF MISSIONS SQUADRONS PARTICIPATING NO. A/C

NO. FLIGHTS
B. BRIEFING: INTELLIGENCE OFFICER PARTICIPATING
C. INTERROGATION: INTELLIGENCE OFFICER PARTICIPATING
D. SUMMARY OF FLIGHT (ADHERANCE TO SCHEDULE, TIME, ROUTE,
FLIGHTS IN COMPLETE RESULTS OF BOMBING,
GUNNERY AND GENERAL COMMENTS)

2. LECTURES: A. SUBJECT Target Identification, Wearing of Flying Clothes, P/W,
Radio Communications.

B. INSTRUCTOR: Capt Thompson, Major Arnold, Lt. Meehan (Intel
Off) Lt Hugh.

C. ATTENDANCE: All Combat Crews & S2 Officers - 85 total

D. DETAILS: Training fliers & slides as means of identifying British
& U.S. tanks. Discussion proper conduct in event of capture & Importance of complete
secrecy during enemy interrogation. Use of oxygen at high altitudes, new German “S”
gas - air sickness.



Wednesday, 21 October 1942 (continued)

3. GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE INTELLIGENCE SECTION:
Routine Activities.

4, OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP / SQUADRON:
Routine Activities.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Report:

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
21 October 1942
SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. LANDED: 1000 hours, 21/10/42
CAPTAIN:  Bishop LETTER: 3051
A/C TYPE: B-25C
TAKE-OFF:  10:15 hours, 20/10/42.
Ammunition or Bombs: 250 rds.
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes. Used? None.
1. Immediate news to be phoned? No
2. ROUTE:
From Base 250° 10:15 hours
To Royston 72° 10:45 hours 600 ft
To Duxford 14° 10:48 hours 700 ft
To Boston 342° 11:03 hours 900 ft
To Horncastle 258° 11:10 hours 1000 ft
To Nottingham 199° 11:36 hours 500-3000 ft
To Banbury 67° 12:00 hours 500 ft

Landed Hinton in Hedges at 12:15.

Left Hinton in Hedges at 15:10, 85° fro home Base.

Landed Thurleigh 15:25. Remained over night.

Weather 0-0 - “Red”.

Left Thurleigh 09:32, 85° to 900 ft.

Land Base OK at 10:00

(Prescribed course was: Base to Hitchin to Horncastle to Nottingham to Banbury to
Kings Lynn to Base).



Wednesday, 21 October 1942 (continued)

3. Results of practice bombing? None.
4. Results of Gunnery practice? None.

5. WEATHER? From Base to first turning point at Royston weather closed in with
ceiling at 650 ft. Visibility was about 1500 yards and getting worse. Weather at
Nottingham very poor, visibility ditto. At Banbury 0-0 and raining hard, (No flying at
Banbury). Weather 0-0 at Thurleigh, weather “red”.

6. OBSERVATIONS: Balloons; None. AA Guns: None. Airdromes not appearing on
maps; None.

Special Observations.

LANDMARKS:

1. On first leg to Hitchin woods seen to North at Thetford at 10:23 hours altitude 1000 ft.

2. Canal from St. Ives to Downham Market, 800 ft at 10:53 hours, 72°.

3. “Wash” South of Boston, 11:00 hours at 800 ft, still 72°

4. Boston easy to identify by railroads and estuary from Wash. No ships sighted. Several
big smoke stacks seen in city. Church spire was prominent and railroad pattern very
noticeable. 11:03 hours, 900 ft, 342°.

5. Crossed three railroads N 53° 10 - W 0° 15”, N 53° - 8’, W 0°-23’, N 53°-6’, W 0°-

33’, out of Horncastle 1000 ft at 11:12.

Nottingham large and reached on estimated time.

7. Longborough checked by two (2) different railroads forming a cross.
Flying too low after passing Leicester and too busy with poor weather to observe
further details.

8. At 09:58 hours 21/10/42, identified Railroad from Norwich to Stowmarket, 700 ft, 85°

o

Military Movements:

1. Vehicles, one (1) small tank and accompanying vehicle (unidentified) at edge of
woods near Thetford, 10:23 hours, 1000 ft, 72°.

2. M.T. dispersal area seen between Longborough and Leicester, 500 ft, 11:42 hours
parked near bushes in form of a rosette.

7. Technical operations of A/C: Everything OK.

8. Use of W/T and R/T? Q.D.M.’s very poor. Interphone didn’t work one (1) way.
Pilots could not call others.

A/C:
Three (3) B-25C’s from home base flying in formation at 10:12, at 1000 ft flying East
One (1) Wellington just out of Nottingham at 2000 ft at 11:34.



Wednesday, 21 October 1942 (continued)

REMARKS:
Only three (3) members of crew reported for interrogation. Two (2) radio men and
crew chief failed to make an appearance.

Interrogating Officer:
RUPERT A. NOCK,
1% Lt., Air Corps.

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
379" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights
AJ/C No. 41-13051 crew not identified

P Bishop, James W., 2Lt
CP

MTOIMW®Z

380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381°' BS War Diary: No Entry

428™ BS War Diary: Still receiving more clothing and more shots. Morale is still up
there.



Thursday, 22 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): Advance US Air HQ,
previously attached to the RAF Advanced Air HQ, Western Desert, to gain field
experience, becomes HQ of Desert Air Task Force (DATF), located at Burg el Arab,
Egypt, with Lieutenant General Lewis H Brereton as Commanding General and Major
General Elmer E Adler attached with advance HQ of Air Service Command; the Chief of
Staff of the DATF is Brigadier General Auby C Strickland. B-25s bomb dispersed
aircraft. In Egypt, P-40s escort bombers, attack tent areas and motor transport along the
coastal road near EI Hammam, fly reconnaissance and fighter sweeps W of El Daba, and
bomb artillery positions; P-40s claim 2 fighters destroyed. B-17s sent to hit Candia,
Crete abort because of weather.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:
INTELLIGENCE SECTION DAILY REPORT

(This report will be sent by Teleprinter to the Intelligence Duty
Room, Headquarters 2" Bomb Wing, by 1300 Hours DAILY.
In transmittal reference need only be made to paragraph numbers)

GROUP 310 STATION Hardwick FROM Capt Locke OFFICER REPORTING
PERIOD COVERED FROM 2000 HOURS  (Date) TO 2000 HOURS  (Date)

1. TRAINING FLIGHTS:
A. TYPE OF MISSIONS Cross Country SQUADRONS PARTICIPATING 428
NO. A/IC 3 NO. FLIGHTS 1

B. BRIEFING: INTELLIGENCE OFFICER PARTICIPATING Capt Sagendorph

C. INTERROGATION: INTELLIGENCE OFFICER PARTICIPATING
Capt Sagendorph, Lt Wilson

OTHER OFFICERS PARTICIPATING: 2" Lt. Basich, Lt Milius, pilot.

D. SUMMARY OF FLIGHT (ADHERANCE TO SCHEDULE, TIME, ROUTE,
FLIGHTS IN COMPLETE RESULTS OF BOMBING,
GUNNERY AND GENERAL COMMENTYS)
According to schedule.



Thursday, 22 October 1942 (continued)

2. LECTURES: A. SUBJECT 1% Aid, Tank Identification, Flying Control, Briefing &
Interrogation, & P-W

C. INSTRUCTOR: Major McConnel, Capt Thompson, F/L Burges, Lt
Kaocke, Lt Knight, Lt. Meehan..

C. ATTENDANCE: 50 Officers & E.M.
D. DETAILS:

3. GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE INTELLIGENCE SECTION: Attended group
lectures, censored mail & gave lecture on Briefing & Interrogation to Group Combat
Crews.

4. OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP / SQUADRON: Visit of two representatives
of security section Air Ministry, and special report on recent bombing raid. Contact with
Royal Observer Corps regarding report of a/c lost over North Sea, 428 Sq, Plane
returned 1315 hrs, 23/10.

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428™ BS War Diary: Men drilled on manual of arms. Lecture given on various types of
ammunition boxes and different types of bombs. Pvts. Vito Angelini and Harry Albert
dropped to the Replacement Pool for dental care. Sgt. Max Hrycenko and Pvt. George
Keeley replacing them. Sgt. Mclver discharged from hospital. Dry run at 0730 hours
with all equipment.

Albert, Harry, Pvt Angelini, Vito J., Pvt
Hrycenko, Max (NMI), Sgt Keeley, George (NMI), Pvt
Mclver, Paul H., Pvt



Friday, 23 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-17s and B-24s sent to
attack Candia, Crete and Bengasi, Libya turn back short of the target due to bad weather.
The EI Alamein, Egypt offensive by the British Eighth Army begins at 2140 hours local
with an artillery barrage by 1,000+ guns aimed at enemy batteries; at 2200 hours, the
barrage switches to the enemy forward positions as British troops move forward; heavy
fighting continues during the night of 23/24 Oct.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Reports:

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O.634
23 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 428" B.S. LANDED: 1220 hours, 23/10/42 at Hurn
CAPTAIN: Milius LETTER: 4113080
A/C TYPE: B-25C
TAKE-OFF: 1030 hours, 20/10/42
Ammunition or Bombs: 2000 rounds .50 calibre. No bombs.
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes Used? No
1. Immediate news to be phoned? No
2. ROUTE:

Base to Oxford 11:53 hours 1400’ 270°

Oxford to Hurn 12:20 hours 1400’ 225°

Return:

Hurn to Oxford: Take-off 11:00 hours.

Oxford 11:26 hours 1400’ 38°

Oxford to Base (landed Mildenhall) 12:10 hours. Take-off 15:00 hours.
Landed Base 15:17 hours, heading 90° then 73°. Turning point at 5 minutes W/S/W
Hardwick (storage depot). Oxford identified by size and railroad pattern.

3. Results of practice bombing? None.



Friday, 23 October 1942 (continued)

4. Results of Gunnery practice? None.

5. WEATHER? Ceiling varied from 1200’ to 1900’ going down. Clouds 4/10 to 7/10,
visibility 13 to 18 miles. Return: Ceilings 1000’ to 1500°. Mildenhall to Base
Ceiling estimated 2200°. Clouds 10/10, occasional breaks. Winds vary from 15 to 25
M.P.H. Visibility about 6 miles, 8 to 12 miles Mildenhall to Base.

6. OBSERVATIONS: Numerous Airdromes along entire route.
Balloons: Balloon barrage at South Hampton, visible from 1200 hours to 1220 hours.
Going down, height 1500°, balloons at cloud base. Return: Visible for first 10
minutes of flight. Height, 1000’ to 1200’.
Airdromes not appearing on maps. Numerous.
Observations: What appeared to be a dummy Airdrome, 1140 hours, 1500 half way
between Oxford and Burn - in vicinity of Lambourne. Possibly Gliders.

7. Technical operations of A/C: Satisfactory. No Failures.

8. Use of W/T and R/T? Used R/T for calling in at Hurn, Mildenhall, and Base. W/T,
used Abington Q.D.M. Used Base for Q.D.M. twice. While at Hurn Flew formation
with Lightnings, compared performance characteristics.

No enemy Aircraft sighted.

Interrogating Officer:
Samuel A. Wilson,
1% Lt., Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
23 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 428" B.S. LETTER: 113094
CAPTAIN: Canham LANDED: 13:15 hours 23/10/42.

A/C TYPE: B-25C
TAKE-OFF: 10:30 hours 23/10/42



Friday, 23 October 1942 (continued)

Ammunition or Bombs: 800 rds .50 cal no bombs.
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? 6 Yellow.  Used? None.

1. Immediate news to be phoned? No

2. ROUTE:
Return - Hurn to Oxford - 1126 Alt. 1200’ to heading 38°.
a. How identified turning point? Pattern of railroad entering town.

3. Results of practice bombing? None.

4. Results of Gunnery practice? None. Accidental meeting with some U.S. P-38’s over
Ibsley, and practice defense against interception.

5. WEATHER? Thick overcast 100’ 6000°. Drizzle.

6. OBSERVATIONS: Three (3) gliders being towed in formation South of Durrington,
2000’

a. Balloons: Barrage at Southampton, 700°.

b. A.A. Guns. None.

c. Airdromes not appearing on maps: Many - too many to log.

d. Special observations: Oxford University Buildings South of center of city.

7. Technical operations of A/C: None.

8. Use of W/T and R/T? WIT requests for QDM unsuccessful at Abington (twice). R/T
request for landing instructions at unidentified airdrome unsuccessful.

Remarks:

At 1140 hours, on return trip, pilot heard Flight Leader, Lt Milius, order a turn
while in thick overcast. He understood Flight Leader to say “Spiral through overcast and
circle at tip”. Leader actually said “Make 180° turn and go back out of the overcast”.
Pilot spiraled out of overcast to 7000’, circled for twenty (20) minutes, during which time
he did not see or hear any plane in his formation. He then picked up heading to base,
attempted to get QDM from Abington but could not make contact.

Above overcast, pilot continued asking Abington and Hardwick for QDM while
circling. Receiving no answer, he came down through overcast, coming out at about 100’
altitude somewhere over the North Sea. Pilot then climbed through overcast again, to
6000’, flew straight and level for eight (8) minutes, let down through overcast for the
second time and again saw the sea 100° below. Pilot let down wheels and headed for
shore at that altitude. Royal Observer Corps report says aircraft was first seen twenty
(20) miles off shore. Landfall a few miles north of Great Yarmouth, and a fighter base



Friday, 23 October 1942 (continued)

was seen beneath. Another attempt was made to contact watch tower by radio but was
unsuccessful on 6440. After circling field several times, radio operator, Sergeant John E.
Rebello, obtained QDM from Hardwick and another a few miles further on 192° and
310° respectively, also QBB (Base of cloud) 150-300. On this bearing, aircraft returned
to Hardwick and landed at 1350 hours.

Interrogating Officer:
KENT H. SAGENDORPH,
Captain, Air Corps,

S-2 Officer
HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
23 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 428" B.S. LANDED: 13:20 Mildenhall, 15:35, Hardwick.
CAPTAIN: Thompson LETTER: 113066

A/C TYPE: B-25C

TAKE-OFF: 11:10 (lbsley) 15:20 (Mildenhall).

Ammunition or Bombs: 2000 rounds .50 calibre (armor piercing - tracer).
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? 8 flares - 1 pistol. Used? None.

1. Immediate news to be phoned? No

2. ROUTE:
Followed formation - hence didn’t observe.

3. Results of practice bombing? None.
4. Results of Gunnery practice? None.
5. WEATHER? Intermittent showers near Reading (10 miles West) and ceiling 1500 -

2000, 38° mag. Heading from Ibsley and 62° from Oxford to Honington then 0-0 to
180° turn to Mildenhall, In 0-0 for 15 minutes.
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6. OBSERVATIONS: See 2 (above).
Balloons: 5 miles East of course of 38° from Ibsley in the vicinity of Reading and
East of same course about 5 miles East of course at Southampton. No place, time or
heading (special) observations, see 2 (above)
AA Guns: None. Airdromes not appearing on map. None.
SPECIAL OBSERVATIONS: (Landmarks, Military Installations, Etc.) None

7. Technical operations of A/C: Satisfactory. OK.
8. Use of W/T and R/T? R/T at Mildenhall about 13:00 hours at 1000 feet.

No enemy Aircraft sighted.
Interrogating Officer:
GEORGE F. BASICH,
2" L t., Air Corps.

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry
428" BS War Diary: The heights of hilarism was reached today when Sgt. Bartholomeo
T. Ficeto cut the hair of seven men to spell “victory”. Sgt. Mischnick (V), Sgt. Worwa

(D), Pvt. Scott (C), Pvt. Ward (T), Pvt Gilbert (O), Cpl. Seitz (R), Sgt Bunke (Y) made up
the team.

Bunke, Edgar G., Sgt Ficeto, Bartholomeo T., Sgt, radio-gunner
Gilbert, Otis L., Cpl Mischnick, William C., Sgt

Scott, James C., Pvt Seitz, Edward (NMI), Cpl

Ward, Joseph D., Cpl Worwa, Joseph L., Sgt

428" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights

A/C No. 41-13080 crew not identified A/C No. 41-13094 “SEA SWEEP”
crew not identified
P Milius, Morris O., 2Lt Canham, Arthur E., 1Lt
CP

MOIOMW@Z2
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AJ/C No. 41-13066 crew not identified
P Thompson, Charles A. “Twitch”, 2Lt
CP

TOIIMWZ



Saturday, 24 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF):

In Egypt, B-25s support the British Eighth Army Offensive W of El
Alamein between the Mediterranean Sea and the Qattara Depression as 30 Corps, with 4
divisions in assault, secures 2 corridors through enemy minefields on the British N flank,
while 13 Corps on the S flank breaks through minefields N of Himeimat and establishes a
small bridgehead; the B-25s hit troop concentrations, tent areas, gun emplacements, and
vehicles; P-40s, working with the RAF and South African Air Force (SAAF), escort
medium and light bombers and hit motor transports and tanks.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR HDK5/24 SECRET NOT WT
PASS TO US INTELLIGENCE HSF
TO 2 ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION
FROM 310 TH BOMB GP S-2 SECTION
NIL 24/10
REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE
PERIOD COVERED: 0800 HOURS 24 OCTOBER 1942 TO 2000 HOURS 24
OCTOBER 1942
1. TRAINING FLIGHTS:
A. ONE (1) CROSS COUNTRY (2B MISSION) AND ASSIMILATED LOW
LEVEL BOMBING.
1. 428 TH AND 379 TH.
2. SEVEN (7)
3. ONE (1)
B. BRIEFING
1. CAPTAIN SAGENDORPH, LT WILSON, MAJOR BOWER AND LT COLE
C. CAPTAIN SAGENDORPH AND LT WILSON
D. 2B ROUTE - BASE - HITCHIN - HORNCASTLE - NOTTINGHAM -
BANBURY - KINGS LYNN - BASE

2. LECTURES
A. “FLAK”
B. CAPTAIN SAGENDORPH
C. SIXTY-FIVE (65) PILOTS AND CREW MEMBERS.
D. ORGANIZATION, TYPE AND LOCATION OF GERMAN A.A. WAS
PRESENTED TO COMBAT CREWS.



Saturday, 24 October 1942 (continued)

3. PREPARATION AND DELIVER OF LECTURE ON “FLAK”. PREPARATION
AND DELIVERY OF BRIEFING AND INTERROGATION OF CREWS. CENSORED
MAIL AND ACCOMPANIED LOW LEVEL “BOMBING MISSION”.

4. NONE.

= 2005
NCH R2208 WG VA++

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: Squadron had pictures taken of their famed “victory” team. The
whole squadron formed a V with the word *“victory” in the center.



Sunday, 25 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): The Battle of EI Alamein
continues as General Bernard L Montgomery decides to make the main effort on the N
flank of 30 Corps; the Australian 9 Division drives N toward the coastal road to Rahman;
B-25s disperse motor transport and other targets in support of ground forces; P-40s on
escort attack vehicles and other targets; fighters claim several airplanes destroyed in
combat; and B-24s sent to bomb the harbor at Bengasi, Libya and a convoy at sea fail to
reach targets as bad weather prevails.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR GXHDK 825 NOT WT
HSF = PASS US INT
TO: 2ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION
FROM: 310TH BOMB GROUP S-2 SECTION
25/10. REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE.
PERIOD COVERED: 0800 HOURS 25 OCTOBER TO 2000 HOURS 25 OCTOBER
1942,
1. TRAINING FLIGHTS: (A) ASSIMILATED LOW LEVEL BOMBING.

1. 379TH. 2. FOUR (4) 3. ONE (1)

(B) BRIEFING 1. NONE.

(C) INTERROGATIONS. 1. NONE.

(D) SUMMARY OF FLIGHTS. 1. THE “ATTACK”
FAILED TO DEVELOP. FLIGHT CONTROL OXXX TOWER WENT “OUT” AND
PROPER COMMUNICAION COULD NOT BE HELD. PLAINS CONTINUED TO
FLY IN FORMATION - LOCAL FLIGHTS.
2. LECTURES. (A) “SECURITY” (B) CAPT GRIDLEY.

(C) SEVENTEEN (17) OFFICERS AND THIRTY-SEVEN (37)

ENLISTED MEN NEWLY ARRIVED AT THIS STATION. (D) OFFICERS AND
MEN IN TWO (2) SEPARATE GROUPS WERE GIVEN A TALK ON SECURITY
AND WERE READ THE LETTER FROM GENERAL EISENHOWER, RELATING
TO AXIS PROPAGANDA, AND ANGLO-AMERICAN RELATIONS.
3. DISCUSSION OF YESTERDAY’S ASSIMILATED LOW LEVEL BOMBING
ATTACKS BY PILOTS WITH SQUADRON COMMANDING OFFICER, MAJOR
HOOVER. PREPARATION OF SERIES OF LECTURES TO BE GIVEN TO
ENLISTED INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL BY M/SGT. SYDNEY FREELOVE, ON
MAPS AND CHARTS. CENSORING MAIL.
4. NONE ===== 1910+
HOLD+
XXX
HSFA.E.C. VA+
HSE R 2050. JS VA+
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379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428™ BS War Diary: The only squadron that took roll call this morning. Boys finally
given permission to go to a show.



Monday, 26 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): The momentum of the
British drive decreases in the EI Alamein, Egypt battle; 30 Corps takes Kidney Ridge,
and General Bernard L Montgomery decides to regroup for a break-out assault; Allied
aircraft continue strong support to ground forces and disperse enemy concentrations
preparing for an attack; B-25s hit transport, troop concentrations, and tanks; P-40s fly
sweeps over the El Daba area, Egypt and attack motor transport and other targets; enemy
air action increases and considerable aerial combat ensues; US fighters claim 4 airplanes
shot down. 30+ B-17s and B-24s attack shipping off the coast of Libya.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR HBK 7/26 NOT WT

PASS TO US INT HSF

TO 2ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION

FROM 310TH BOM GRP S-2 SECTION

REPORTING OFFICER CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE.

PERIOD COVERED: 0800 HOURS 26 OCTOBER TO 2000 HOURS 25 OCTOBER
1942

1. TRAINING FLIGHT.

> 1
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A. FLIGHT PRECAUTIONS, FLYING CONTROL, PRISONERS OF WAR,
FIRST AID, AND MAPS AND CHARTS.

B. LIEUT. O’BRIEN, F/L BUMPAS, LEUT. MEEHAN, LIEUT KINKER, AND
M/SGT FREELOVE.

C. SIXTY (60) OFFICERS AND MEN.

D. NONE.
3. ORGANIZED OFFICER GUARD UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF CAPTAIN
LOCKE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURITY MEASURES. CENSORED MAIL.

GPJ YA+
R 2058. JS VA++



Monday, 26 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428™ BS War Diary: It rained so we all had it relatively easy. Some poker playing
going on.



Tuesday, 27 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-25s, with fighter escorts,
bomb Matruh, Egypt and attack motor transports, tanks, and other ground targets; enemy
reinforcements brought up from the S, counterattack Kidney Ridge and are repulsed; the
British Eighth Army continues regrouping for an assault.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR HDK9/17 NOTWT
PASS TO U.S. INT
TO 2 ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION
FROM 310 TH BOMB GROUP S-2 SECTION
REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE.
PERIOD COVERED: 0800 HOURS TO 2000 HOURS 27 OCTOBER 1942
1. TRAINING FLIGHTS.
A. PRACTICE BOMING TO TARGET AREA THREE (3) MILES 125 DEGREES S.E.
OF WOODRIDGE. ALSO SIMULATED LOCAL LOW LEVEL BOMBING, AND
PROOF FIRING AT HONINGTON.
1. ONE (1)
2. SIX (6)
3. FOUR (4)
B. BRIEFING
1. LIETU’S. NOCK AND KNIGHT.
C. INTERROGATIONS
1. LIEUT’S NOCK, KNIGHT, AND GOECKEL.
D. SUMARY OF FLIGHTS
HAD NO DIFFICULTY IN LOCATING TARGET ON PRACTISING BOMBING.
LECTURES
. CAMOUFLAGE, MILITARY SANATATION, BRITISH PROCEDURE,
PHYSICAL CONDITION, AND MAPS AND CHARTS.
B. LIET RICHARDSON, CAPTAIN A.D. PUPPEL, F/L BUMPUS, AND M/SGT.
FREELOVE.
C. ALL PERSONNEL PRESENT OF THE 380TH SQUADRON.
D. NONE.
3. USUAL CENSORING OF MAIL, BRIEFING FOR SCHEDULED FLIGHTS.
4. NONE
==2045 +
RPA B+
NCH R...2308 THW K

>N



Tuesday, 27 October 1942 (continued)

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Reports:

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0.634
27 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.

SQUADRON: 379" B.S. LETTER: 3054
CAPTAIN: Smith LANDED: 1150 hours
A/ICTYPE: B-25C

TAKE-OFF: 1030 hours

Ammunition or Bombs: 10 - 100 pound practice bombs, 465 rounds .50 calibre
instantaneous fuse.

Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes Used? No

1. Immediate news to be phoned? No

2. ROUTE:
Base to target 180° compass course at 1000°.
a. How identified turning points? None. Enroute or return.

3. Results of practice bombing? Dropped 10. Jettisoned None. Brought back None.
Results of bombing: 1%, 50” short of target. 2", 50" over target. Three (3) bracketed
target. Five (5) direct hits. Bombardier reported that bombs did not *“skip”. Flying “on
the deck” while bombing. TARGET: Saw arrow north of spotting tower, but no white
panels. Received no visual or radio signals at target.

4. Results of Gunnery practice? No gunnery practice.
5. Weather? Scattered clouds, visibility unlimited..

6. Observations?

a. Balloons: Saw balloon barrage just south of target all during the time of bombing
the target.

b. A.A. Guns: None.

c. Airdromes not appearing on maps: New airdrome with one runway five (5) miles
NE of target, observed during bombing. Good landmark to target.
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d. Special observations: Landmarks: Five (5) or six (6) radio towers SE of target
area on coast. Woods directly east of Woodridge. River Alde parallel to coast and
turning inland proved to be a good guide.

Military movements and Installations: Bren Carriers fifty (50°) feet from woods just east
of the highway in the vicinity of the bombing area seen during time of practice, 1045
hours to 1130 hours. Men on rifle range three (3) miles NE of target at 1100 hours.
Smoke and personnel a few hundred yards NE of target during practice time. Many small
boats in River Deben running SE of target. Could see barbed wire on shores and many
“painted barrels” close to the shores. Observed many stakes in the nearby fields. A/C:
Two (2) Spitfires over target shortly after 1100 hours. One (1) B-26 as we left target at
1130 hours flying at 1000°.

7. Technical operations of A/C: Satisfactory.
8. Use of W/T and R/T? Could not contact radio at Marksham Heath.

Interrogating Officer:
RUPERT A. NOCK,
1% Lt., Air Corps.

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0.634
27 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.

SQUADRON: 379" B.S. LETTER: 3067
CAPTAIN: Bishop LANDED: 1200 hours
A/ICTYPE: B-25C

TAKE-OFF: 1110 hours

Ammunition or Bombs: 8-100 pound Practice Bombs, 400 rounds 50 calibre.
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes Used? No

1. Immediate news to be phoned? No.
2. ROUTE:

Base to Target 180° compass course at 1200°, 180 miles per hour.
How identified turning points? None enroute or return.
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3. Results of practice bombing? Dropped 8, Jettisoned none; Brought back? None.
Results of Bombing: 2 direct hits, 2 twenty (20) yards from target, 4 one hundred
(100) yards from target. (See Paragraph 7).

4. Results of Gunnery practice? None.
5. Weather? Vis: Unlimited - Scattered Clouds.

6. Observations?
Target: Saw arrow North of Spotting Tower, but no white panels. Received no visual
or radio signals at target. Balloons: Heard “squeeker” at target and saw balloon
barrage located at approximately 52° 0’ N, 1° 20’ E. Boat towing balloon in channel
near mouth of Deben River. AA Guns: None. Airdromes not appearing on maps:
Observed numerous airdromes. Those noted were seen at 52° 10" N, 1° 25” E, 52° 10’
N, 1°10° E, 52° 22’ N, 1° 12’ E. Special Observations: A/C: Observed unidentified
bomber coming in from channel at 1145 hours. Two Spitfires flying formation at 52°
N, 1° 20’ E at about 1000’ and an unidentified biplane in same vicinity flying North at
900°. Also saw B-26 circling at 52° N, 20° E at 1500°.

Landmarks: Large, white, dead tree just South of target. Marshalling yards just
outside Woodbridge. Seven radio towers on East side of mouth of Deben River.
Runway under construction 5 miles N.E. of target. Two masted ship sunk in Deben
River about 5 miles from coast. Regimented shrubbery just North of target. Military
Installations: Observed tanks, howitzers, ammunition dumps and camouflaged gun
replacements in vicinity just North and South of target. Other Observations: - Ten car
train of open cars going North, ten (10) minutes out from target on return trip.

7. Technical operations of A/C: - Gas leak; bombs would not toggle (dropped in salvo).

8. Use of W/T and R/T? Unable to receive call letters from this station enroute to target.
Air jammed on return. Picked up 7 D/H sending 4 cycle group and commercial
station over our band.

Interrogating Officer,
FRANK E. GOECKEL,
2" Lt., Air Corps.
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HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
27 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. LETTER: 3051
CAPTAIN:  O’Connell LANDED: Honington 1350 hours
A/C TYPE: B-25C Hardwick 1535 hours

TAKE-OFF:  Hardwick 1330 hours, Honington 1500 hours
Ammunition or Bombs: 120 rounds .50 calibre
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes Used? No

1.

2.

Immediate news to be phoned? None

ROUTE:
250° true direct to Honington. 75° true return 25 miles each direction.

Results of practice bombing? None
Results of Gunnery practice? Proof fired 4 rounds. Operation O.K.
Weather? Visibility 8 to 10 miles. Ceiling unlimited.

Observations?

a. Balloons: No

b. A.A. Guns: No

c. Airdromes not appearing on maps: No
d. Special observations: No

e. A/C observed: No

. Technical operations of A/C: O.K.

Use of W/T and R/T? RT for landing at Honington.

Interrogating Officer:
ELLSWORTH C. KNIGHT JR.,
2" L t., Air Corps.



Tuesday, 27 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
379" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights
AJ/C No. 41-13054 crew not identified AJ/C No. 41-13067 crew not identified

P Smith, Charles W., 2Lt Bishop, James W., 2Lt
CP

TOIIMWZ

AJ/C No. 41-13051 crew not identified
P O’Connell, Maurice (NMI), 2Lt
CP

TOIOXMW®Z

380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry
428™ BS War Diary: Went on a hike through the woods of Ft. Dix. Looks as though

autumn is setting in with all the leaves falling to the ground. Prepared for dry run but
none came.



Wednesday, 28 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-17s, dispatched to attack
a convoy at sea, fail to locate the target but attack cruisers in Pylos Bay, Greece; B-25s
attack tanks, motor transports, and landing grounds; P-40s fly medium and light bomber
escort, bomb and strafe landing grounds and other targets, and engage aircraft in combat,
mostly in the area between EI Alamein and El Daba, Egypt; fighters claim 3 Bf 109s
destroyed; attacks by US and RAF aircraft cause the enemy to abandon a plan for a
counterattack on Kidney Ridge.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF/INCH NR HDK U 7/28 SECRET NOTWT
PASS U.S. INT
TO 2 ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION
FROM 310 TH BOMB GP S-2 SECTION
NIL 28/10/42
REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE
PERIOD COVERED: 0800 HOURS 28 OCTOBER 1942 TO 2000 HOURS 28
OCTOBER 1942
1. TRAINING FLIGHTS.
A. NONE.
1. NONE
2. NONE
3. NONE
B. BRIEFING
1. NONE
C. INTERROGATIONS
1. NONE
D. NONE
2. LECTURES
A. FIRST AID, HIGH ALTITUDE FLYING, NAVAL AND AIRCRAFT
IDENTIFICATION, BRITISH RADIO PROCEEDURE, P/O, BRIEFING AND
INTERROGATING.
B. CAPT. PUPPEL, LT. RYTERBAND, BRITISH NAVAL OFFICER, LT.
BURGER, LT. MEEHAN, CAPT CRIDLEY.
C. SIXTY (60) OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN.
D. DONE
3. CENSORED MAIL AND ATTENDED LECTURES.
4. INSTRUCTION IN CHARTS AND MAP READING GIVEN BY M/SGT
FREELOVE TO ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF INTELLIGENCE SECTIONS.
==1810
NCH R2126 WG K+



Wednesday, 28 October 1942 (continued)

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Report:

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
28 October 1942

SUBJECT: Training Flight Interrogation.
TO : Second Bombardment Wing, A-2 Section.
SQUADRON: 379" B.S. LETTER: 41-13101
CAPTAIN: Allred LANDED: Honington 1350 hours
A/ICTYPE: B-25C 27 October 1942
TAKE-OFF:  Hardwick 1335 hours 27 October 1942 Hardwick 0950 hours

Honington 0940 hours 28 October 1942 28 October 1942
Ammunition or Bombs: 750 rounds .50 calibre
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? Yes Used? No

1. Immediate news to be phoned? None

2. ROUTE:
Base 250° true - 25 miles to Honington. Honington 70° true to base.
a. How identified turning points? No turning points.

3. Results of practice bombing? No bombing.

4. Results of Gunnery practice? Proof firing guns fifty (50) rounds at Honington.
Results O.K.

5. Weather? To Honington - visibility eight )8) miles - ceiling unlimited. To Hardwick -
visibility one (1) mile - ceiling 1500°.

6. Observations?
a. Balloons: No
b. A.A. Guns: No
c. Airdromes not appearing on maps: None
d. Special observations: None
e. A/C observed: None

7. Technical operations of A/C: O.K.



Wednesday, 28 October 1942 (continued)

8. Use of W/T and R/T? Used R.T. to get down at Honington. NOTE: This plane
stayed at Honington overnight undergoing repairs to glass in pilot’s cockpit.

Interrogating Officer:
ELLSWORTH C. KNIGHT JR.,
2" L t., Air Corps.

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
379" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights
AJ/C No. 41-13101 crew not identified

P  Allred, Alfred N., 2Lt
CP

TOIOXMW®Z

380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428™ BS War Diary: Extended order drill through the woods kept the troops occupied
for the morning. Another hike at noon and the boys were really tired.



Thursday, 29 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-24s and B-17s strike
Maleme Airfield, Crete.

In Egypt, B-25s bomb landing grounds, motor transports, and tanks;
P-40s fly escort, then bomb and strafe road E of El Daba, and attack troop concentration
and vehicles; in view of the strong German reinforcements on his N flank near the coast,
General Bernard L Montgomery alters the breakout plan; instead of pushing W along
coast, he decides to shift the point of advance S in order to attack against Italian troops.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF/ANCH NR HDK 9/29 NOT WT

HSF PASS TO A-2

TO: 2ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION

FROM: 310TH BOMB GROUP S-2 SECTION

REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE.

PERIOD COVERED: 0800 TO 2000 HOURS 29 OCTOBER 1942.

1. TRAINING FLIGHTS.

A. LOCAL FORMATION FLYING OEXXX OVER BASE.

1. TWO (2)

2. THREE (3)

3. TWO (2)

BRIEDFING:

1. CAPTAIN GRIDLEY

INTERROGATION

1. CAPTAIN GRIDLEY

NONE.

LECTURES:

. FIRST AID, DANGER AREAS OF ENGLAND, BRITISH RANK AND INSIGNIA

. CAPTAIN PUPPEL, S/L SCLATER AND SGT. PALMER.

. SIXTY (60) OFFICERS AND E.M.

. NONE.

ROUTINE OFFICE DUTIES, CENSORING MAIL, AND FURTHER WORK ON

ATTENDANCE RECORD AT TRAINING LECTURES AND GENERAL

ORGANIZATION OF INTELLIGENCE SECTION.

4. TRAIINING FILMS SHOWN ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS:
SECURITY, CELESTIAL NAVIGATION AND A/C MACHINE GUNS, AND 37
MM CANNONS.

==1845

HOLD+

VAEC. VA+ R 2130 RW VE
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Thursday, 29 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: Close order drill in the morning and a hike at noon. Lights blew
out at 2030 hours and remained out for twenty minutes.



Friday, 30 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):
US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF):

In Crete, B-24s bomb Maleme Airfield and 1 B-24 bombs the main
jetty in Suda Bay.

In Egypt, B-25s attack landing grounds at Fuka-Bagush and El Daba;
P-40s fly escort; the British Eighth Army sends 9 Australian Division N to the sea and
then E, trapping a large force in a pocket, as Allied aircraft provide excellent support;
enemy tanks breaking through from the W, however, enable most of the surrounded force
to escape.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR HDK 1/31 NOT WT

PASS TO U.S. INT.

TO 2ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION

FROM 310TH BOMB GP. S-2

NIL 31/10 REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE.

PERIOD COVERED: 0800 HOURS TO 2000 HOURS 30 OCT 1942.

1. TRAINING FLIGHTS: A. CROSS COUNTRY  B. FOUR (4) C. THREE
(3) BRIEFING: LIEUT NOCK.

SUMMARY OF FLIGHTS:

TWO (2) CROSS-COUNTRY’S TO RETURN TOMORROW WITH MORE SHIPS.
ONE (1) FIRST REPORTED LOST. CRACKED UP AT HORHAM ON LANDING.
FURTHER DETAILS NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL INTERROGATION REPORT
TOMORROW MORNING.

2. LECTURES: AIRDROME DEFENCE, PRINCIPLES OF CAMOUFLAGE, AIR
RAID PROCEDURE AND CHEMICAL ATTACK, RESPONSIBILITIES OF
PERSONNEL. LIEUT. WRIGHT, LIEUT. RICHARDSON, CAPTAIN GRIDLEY,
AND CAPTAIN BATTEN.

APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY-FIVE (75) OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN..
DETAILS: NONE.

3. CLASSIFICATION OF INTELLIGENCE MATERIALS.

4. LECTURE ON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY TO EM INT. PERSONNEL BY M/SGT
FREELOVE = 0800

FGM VA++

NCH R... 1014 CFT VA+



Friday, 30 October 1942 (continued)

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Interrogation Report:

INTERROGATION by 2™ Lt. WILLIAM H. PETTY

GROUP: 310" SQUADRON: 379" DATE: October 30, 1942
A/C Type: B-25C Letter: AC # 41-13047
Take Off: 10:50 hours Landed: Crash landed 12:05 hours
Ammunition or Bombs: 300 rounds .50 calibre in upper turret
Flares and Very Pistols Carried ? Yes Used ? No
1. Immediate news to be phoned ? Yes X(Lt. Starr, 13:00 hours)
2. Route (Give time and height at turning point)
a. How identified turning points ?
3. Results of practice bombing ?
Dropped: Jettisoned: Brought Back:
Results of Bombing:
4. Results of Gunnery practice ?
5. Weather ? Ceiling of 300 feet; visibility 0 to 3 miles
6. Observations ? (Give time, place, height, and heading)
a. Balloons:
b. AA Guns:
c. Airdromes not appearing on maps:
d. Special observations (landmarks, Military Installations, Etc.)
7. Technical operations of A/C No defects
8. Use of W/T and R/T ?
9. Remarks: Airplane being ferried to Honington. Left Hardwick 10:50 hours. Got lost

over Honington and found aerodrome sufficiently clear here and tried to land. On
landing, the pilot tried to bring up his landing gear when he saw that he had overshot the
runway, but in failing to do so the plane skidded on to a stop at the end of the runway into
an A-20 of the 47™ Group stuck in the mud. Both airplanes were pretty well demolished.
One gunner got a slight cut; other crew members were okay. A Thompson .45 calibre
sub machine gun was carried by one gunner with about 100 rounds of ammunition.

TRAINING FLIGHT
INTERROGATION REPORT

GROUP: 310" Bomb Squadron: 379" Bomb a/c 3047
Pilot: McDougall, take off 1050, landed 1200. Service Mission
Type: B-25C

1. Items for immediate report.
Reports made to Colonel Green at Horham.



Friday, 30 October 1942 (continued)

2. Route followed:
250° corrected to 260° from home base. Did not vary 2° from this course,
clocked 7 minutes and looked for Honington Airdrome. Flew in circles over
area and finally took a heading of 80° apparently South of Honington. Left
area at 1145 and landed at Horham at 1200. Altitude in Honington area
300-400 feet. Same over Horham.

3. Weather Over Honington
Ceiling: 200-400 feet, at times 500 feet.
Visibility: 0 to 2 miles
Raining, but not a heavy rain.

4. Flight Summary

Course from home base given at 260°. Turned NE over home field
and corrected to 260°. Did not vary from this over 2° and clocked time 7
minutes to vicinity of Honington.

Landmarks: Crossed single railroad track and double track on course
NE of Diss. Spotted two unfinished airdromes apparently NE of Honington,

but not sure of position. Could bet no Q.D.M.’s but kept calling Honington--
got no reply. Started to circle, tight at first and then wider. Spotted Thetford
and woods in vicinity. Crossed railroad leading into this town and circled
South. Observed searchlight battery in vicinity of unfinished airdromes and
men waving arms as if signaling. Passed over what must have been Bury St.
Edmunds but not sure as pilot was by this time confused, thought it might
have been Thetford. Circled area between railroads N & S of Honington for
about 40-45 minutes.

Finally, the pilot decided to turn N and head for home. Heading 80°.
Time at approximately 1145. Felt that he was N of Honington at time of
heading, but later figured he must have been S of this base.

Tried for Q.D.M., but got no response. Called field at 300-400 feet,
told to land on N-S run. Made pattern, checked field for obstructions and
then lost sight of field at 300 feet. Guessed at location of runway. When it
was located it was overshot a little and so the pilot “S’d” into the runway
putting flaps down at 200 feet 140 m.p.hr.

Sgt. Peters:
“Came in possibly 5° off runway and s’d back, came in “Hot at possibly 140
m.p.hr.”

The pilot came in “hot” to minimize danger of stalling and give more
chance to get off in case of necessity.

When wheels were 20-30 feet off runway were going 130 m.p.hr.
Wheels were on runway, nose up on the last half of the 1% one third of the
runway. Still had 2000 feet of runway left after brakes were applied.
(Engineer reported 1800 feet) Sgt. Peters felt that there must have been 600
feet of runway in back of them.



Friday, 30 October 1942 (continued)

When the brakes were applied the plane swerved violently and had no
effect in slowing up the plane. Applied brakes intermittently but no results.
Pulled wheels up but did so too late. Kept right on going and crashed into
already damaged A-20 approximately 50 feet off the end of the runway
knocking it 75 feet.

B-25 buckled in the middle, both engines dismounted, right wing
knocked down and nose pushed in.

Miscellaneous remarks.
Sgt. Peters reported that the runway had been oiled the day before and
was very slippery at time of landing.

Crew: Lt McDougall-Pilot
Lt Rulien
Lt Menning
Sgt Long
Sgt Peters
Sgt Deluca

Injured:
Sgt Deluca received bad cut over eye and was left in hospital
Sgt Peters received cut on left leg under knee cap, had
stitches taken.
Others: Received minor cuts and bruises.

Interrogating Officer:
RUPERT A. NOCK
1% Lt., Air Corps
379" Intelligence

HEADQUARTERS
310 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
S-2 SECTION
A.P.0O. 634
SUBJECT: TRAINING FLIGHT INTERROGATION.
TO : 2" BOMBARDMENT WING, A - 2 SECTION Nov. 5, 1942

379" SQUADRON (CREW CAPTAIN) Lt. A.C. Peterson



Friday, 30 October 1942 (continued)

A/C type: B25C LETTER: 113050
Take off 1640 Hours Oct. 30 Landed 1720 Hours Oct. 30
1420 Hours Nov. 4 1445 Hours Nov. 4

Ammunition or Bombs. 300 Rounds Armour Piercing Tracer.
Flares and Very Pistols Carried? 6 Used? No
1. Immediate news to be phoned? None

2. Route: (Give time and height at turning point) Overshot Honington, turned at
Mildenhall about 1710 Hours at 200 Feet, 28 Degrees.
Coming back 500 Feet, 100 Degrees.

a. How identified Turning Point? Airport use of R.T.
3. Results of Practice Bombing? None.
4. Results of Gunnery Practice? None

5. Weather? Out - Ceiling 200 Feet, Visibility 2 Miles (too low to take full advantage)
Return - Ceiling 700 Feet, Lower in spots, Visibility from %2 to 3 Miles.

6. Observations? (Give time, place, height and Heading)
On return saw flooded area at Bungay - thought it a lake, hence off course - circled
than found field. Reason for delay.
a. Balloons - None
b. A.A. guns - None.
c. Airdromes not appearing on maps. None.
d. Special Observations (Landmarks, Military Installations, Etc.) None

7. Technical Operation of A/C.
Flap and Wheel Gauge out - Radio Out.

8. Use of W/T and R/T? R/T at Mildenhall.

G.F. BASICH
2" Lt A.C.
INTERROGATING OFFICER



Friday, 30 October 1942 (continued)

379" BS War Diary: No Entry

379" BS Mission Summary: Training Flights

A/C No. 41-13047 A/C No. 41-13050 may be “Virginia
Sturgeon” crew not identified
McDougall, Robert D., 2Lt Peterson, Arthur C., 2Lt
Menning, Robert Gerald, 2Lt

None

Rulien, Donovan W., 2Lt
Peters, Johnnie H., Sgt
Long, Merrell W., Sgt
Deluca, Mathew P., Sgt
None

mMEeImMwz o

380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry

428" BS War Diary: Some drilling and a physical check-up.



Saturday, 31 October 1942

USAAF Chronology: MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO):

US Army, Middle East Air Force (USAMEAF): B-25s hit a landing ground;
they claim 1 fighter shot down while P-40s flying escort claim 3; B-24s sent to bomb the
Maleme dispersal area on Crete fail to locate the target because of overcast. HQ 376"
Bombardment Group (Heavy) and the 512" 513" 514™ and 515" Bombardment
Squadrons are activated at Lydda, Palestine with B-24s replacing the 1st Provisional
Group; the 376" is intended to become part of an Anglo-American air force to be sent to
the Caucasus area to aid the USSR, but the plan falls through and the 376" remains in the
Middle East.

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Intelligence Report:

HSF NCH NR HDK 14/31 NOT WT

PASS TO MSF - US INT

TO: 2 ND BOMB WING A-2 SECTION

FROM: 310 TH BOMB GROUP S-2 SECTION

NIL 31/10 REPORTING OFFICER: CAPTAIN GORDON C. LOCKE
PERIOD COVERED 0800 HOURS TO 2000 HOURS 31 OCTOBER 1942.
1. TRAINING FLIGHTS: NONE

2. LECTURES.

1. AIRDROME DEFENSE, PRINCIPLES OF CAMOFLAGE, AIR RAID
PROCEDURE DURING ATTACK, IDENTIFICATION OF AIRCRAFT,
EMERGENCY REPAIR.

2. LIEUT. WRIGHT, LIEUT. RICHARDSON, LIEUT O’BRIEN, CAPTAIN
GRIDLEY AND M/SGT GREEN.

3. ROUTINE OFFICE DUTIES, AND CENSORING MAIL.

4. SPECIAL LECTURE ON P/W BY LIEUT. E.P. MEEHAN, AND FILM ON THE
USE OF OXYGEN.

===1730

LH + B2+

NCH R1926 WG K+

379" BS War Diary: No Entry
380" BS War Diary: No Entry
381% BS War Diary: No Entry
428™ BS War Diary: Payroll made and signed but not used. Told to pack bags and be

ready to depart by 1100 hours tomorrow. Two Baby Ruth candy bars passed out to each
man.



October 1942

HQ 310" BG War Diary: Additional Information for October 1942: None

379" BS War Diary: Additional Information for October 1942: None



October 1942 (continued)
380" BS War Diary: Additional Information for October 1942:

HISTORY
380" BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
310" BOMBARDMENT GROUP (Medium)
ARMY AIR FORCES

“OUR ORIGIN”

Many miles have gone by, many days have come and gone, and many Army Post
Office numbers have been changed since March 1, 1942, when General Order Number
15, was published at Fort George Wright, Washington, activating the 309" Bombardment
Group, which was later to be changed to the 310" Bombardment Group (Medium).
Fourteen more days elapsed before the order was finally carried out, this time the scene
being layed in the southwest, at Tucson, Arizona. Here the mysterious ways of the Army
came into use, transferring the entire group, without personnel to Jackson Army Air Base,
Jackson, Mississippi.

Another portion of the country then added their flavor to the forming of the group,
when the cadre was formed from the 22" Bombardment Group at Muroc Lake,
California, January 22, 1942 and immediately packed up all pe